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March Madness 

We love Mobile World Congress. There’s no shame in it - it’s 
like Christmas come early. Or late, we suppose. 

After the seasonal launch window around September, the winter 
months that follow are inevitably barren. But we can always count on 
March, and our annual outing to the unlikely tech hub of Barcelona, 
to throw up some goodies. 

The show in 2015 has been as big as any, with the usual suspects 
all showering us with new products. The Galaxy S6 (p6) has us more 
excited for a Samsung product than we have been in years, and the 
Galaxy S6 Edge is equally intriguing. 

HTC has stoked our expectations to an all-time high with the 
triumph that was the One M8. Its successor, the One M9 (p8), 
unveiled at MWC, will struggle to climb out of the shadow of 
its ancestor. 

LG might not have delivered the G4 in Spain that we were desperate 
for, but an array of lower-end smartphones (pll) was a pleasing 
sight, though the company should really be aiming higher, given its 
excellent recent track record. 

The same could be said of Microsoft - now working sans Nokia. Can 
it do with the Lumia range what it did with the desktop PC (plO)? 

The biggest surprise may well be the absence of the Sony Xperia Z4. 
The company is clearly keen to move away from its questionable 
six-month flagship product cycle, and that doesn’t bother us one bit. 

Maybe it means we’ll even have something to tide us over until 
September’s launch window comes around again. 

The What Mobile team 
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FIRST LOOK 


Samung finds its 
cutting edge 

Samsung unveiled the Galaxy S6 and S6 Edge smartphones at Mobile World Congress, taking 
the wraps off the much anticipated top-of-the-range devices in front of a packed auditorium in 
Barcelona - and the specs on the S range have received a welcome boost 



S amsung’s latest flagship phones will go on sale from 10 April, 
initially in 20 countries, although Samsung has not specified 
which ones. Details on pricing were also not revealed. We 
suspect neither the Galaxy S6 nor S6 Edge will be cheap, though. 

There will be five colours to choose fiom: black, white, gold, blue (Galaxy S6 
only) and green (Galaxy S6 Edge only). 

Both smartphones are 6.8mm thick (thinner than the Galaxy S5) and are 
powered by the Exynos 7420 octa-core processor, which is comprised of 
2.1GHz and 1.5GHz quad-cores. 

Perhaps most notable of aH is both devices' new metal build - so, no more 

plastic for Samsung’s premium range. Both also have 5.1-inch quad-HD Super 
AMOLED screens made from toughened Coming Gorilla Glass 4. And 

the screen on the S6 Edge also curves around both vertical sides of 
the phone. 

This is also the first time we've seen QHD resolution on a 
Samsung device, which will deliver an astonishing 576 pixels per 
inch. The display on the Galaxy S5 was 'only' 1080p Full HD, yet 
still managed to be one of, if not the best display on the market. So 
we're surprised that Sammy has decided to make the leap to QHD. 

DON’T BE ASAP 

Both the Galaxy S6 and S6 Edge come with 3GB of RAM, 2,500mAh 
(Galaxy S6) and 2,600mAh (Galaxy S6 Edge) batteries, a fingerprint 
scanner, Samsung's S Health software and 32GB, 64GB or 128GB of 

internal storage. This is aU very promising, but one early worry we have is 
that batteries of that size might not deliver great screen-on times, when 
you consider the energy-sapping high resolution of the displays. 

Both have 16-megapixel rear and 5-megapixel front cameras, with FI. 9 
lenses that Samsung claims provide the best image quality on a smartphone. 

It said that Auto Real-time High Dynamic Range; Smart Optical Image 
Stabilisation and IR Detect White Balance provide "advanced light sensitivities 
and crisp camera solutions”. 

Samsung has also included wireless charging. From a security perspective, 
both are built on the upgraded Samsung KNOX software, which offers 

protection from makcious attacks. 

MONEY TALKS 

The manufacturer has also revealed details of its new mobile payment offering. 
Samsung Pay will launch on the two devices and VYiU enable people to pay for 
items at point-of-sale terminals in stores. 

To deliver this. Samsung has partnered with both Visa and MasterCard, as 
well as American Express, Bank of America, Citi, JPMorgan Chase, and U S. 
Bank, which it said provides greater choice for customers. 


Samsung CEO and head of IT and mobile, JK Shin, labelled Samsung Pay a 
“tmly game-changing service”, attributing this to its simplicity and “robust” 
partner network. “Game changing” is a pretty lofty term to use, particularly as 
it doesn't seem to be any different to the already-exitsting-very-much-within- 
the-game Apple Pay, but it's still good to have. 

They're shaping up to be two fantastic devices, and ones that we're actually 
looking very much forward to getting our hands on - something that couldn't 
be said about the Galaxy S5. Good job, Samsung. 


No more plastic - 
the S6 goes metal 


QHD builds on the 
S5's brilliant screen 
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FIRST LOOK 


HTC’s M9 is the 
One we want 


It is no Stretch to say that the HTC One M8 was our favourite phone of 2014 - it picked up five stars 
in our review, won an Editor’s Choice badge and received the Editor’s Choice accolade at the 2014 
What Mobile Awards. So, can its eagerly awaited successor live up to the well-earned hype? 


T he HTC One M9 has now been officially revealed. While 
the One M8 enjoyed an element of surprise - we weren’t 
prepared for it to be so excellent, although the numerous 
accolades handed to the original One pointed the way - the M9 
arrives with higher expectations. 

Clearly very much aware of what made the M8 so popular, HTC has 
epitomised the theory of ‘evolution not revolution' in the M9. 

The handset looks very similar and feels close to its predecessor, but 
within it, some very sensible steps forward in terms of hardware have 
been made. And that's a good thing. 


IF IT AIN’T BROKE 

The handset still features a 5-inch 1080p Full HD display and dual front- 
facing BoomSound speakers. The result is a handset identical in height 
and width to the M8. The edges of the device are perhaps a touch flatter, 
with the back of the sides squared off rather than rounded. The result is 
a phone that feels a little more square in your hand, but you'd be hard 
pushed to notice a difference with the naked eye. 

The unibody metal design that was universally loved returns. The rear 
of the M9 feels slightly rougher than its predecessor, while the grain of 
the metal is a little more subtle, at least on the one we handled. 



The MS's rear cam is 

now on the M9's front 


Available in gold, 
grey and silver 


Same screen and 
size as the MS 


hTC 
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FIRST LOOK 



HTC GRIP 

The One M9 isn't the only thing HTC has revealed. The company has also announced a new 
fitness-oriented wearable in partnership with monster US sports brand Under Armour. 

The HTC Grip is designed for those seriously into working out, and will offer all the 
expected features from such a device: step tracking, sleep monitoring, calories burned, 
speed, and more. 

Interestingly, its companion app will be available on both Android and iOS, so this isn't 
something you'll need to own an HTC handset to use. 

Unlike many of its competitors, the Grip boasts a touchscreen display, meaning 

you can process all the data you need without having to check 
your phone. ^ _ .^ i , 

It'll be available later this spring and wiU cost $200 (£130), 
although no official UK price has been announced yet. 




Like last time around, the new Gne is available in three colours, albeit 
with a slight twist: the gunmetal grey, silver and gold hues return, but 
with a contrasting edge. 

Cn the gunmetal grey design the edges are glossy black, while on the 
silver they're gold - though on the gold, it's yet more gold. 

LOVE THYSELFIE 

While these are all fairly subtle changes, there is one undeniably big one. 
The main criticism of last year's M8 was the rear-facing camera. It used 
HTC's own ‘UltraPixeL dual-lens design, which offered fewer megapixels 
of much greater size. These two cameras worked in tandem to offer a 
distinctive photographic experience. 

Not everyone was a fan though, and much was made of how 
supposedly inferior it was to other flagship snappers. Rather than force 
the issue, HTC has installed a single 20-megapixel rear-facing camera 
on the M9. 

Even more interestingly, the UltraPixel lens of the M8 is now the 
front-facing camera on the M9. So this could potentially be the best 
selfie-taker ever. 

There's change on the inside, too, as HTC has opted to go with 
Gualcomm's latest processor, the Snapdragon 810. It's an octa-core 


rather than quad- core, meaning you should get greater efficiency in day- 
to-day use, while losing none of the top-end power required to play the 
latest games. Smooth running is something we instantly associate with 
the Gne series, so this is extra-promising. 

MAKING SENSE OF LOLLIPOP 

The handset will arrive running Lollipop, the latest version of Android, 
straight out of the box, with HTC's Sense overlay present, as ever. There's 
been some tweaks this time around, with a new feature allowing you to 
completely customise the theme of your device with one touch. 

The M9 is capable of using any one of your favourite photos as a 
source of inspiration for a theme. It extracts the key colours from the 
image and completely changes the colours everywhere else on the 
device, from fonts to menus to icons. We've seen it demonstrated and 
it's a great concept. It will certainly help distinguish your M9 from 
everyone else's. 

And now for the one key bit of information you're surely most eager to 
hear: the release date. The HTC Gne M9 should be available to buy as 
you're reading this page. That's right, you're able to buy it just 30 days 
after its official announcement. 

Good job, HTC. 
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FIRST LOOK 



Shining a light on 
affordable Lumias 

Microsoft has announced the low-priced Lumia 640 and 640XL handsets at Mobile World Congress 


T he upcoming Microsoft Lumia 640 has a 5-inch display, 
8-megapixel camera, 1.2GHz processor and 2,500mAh 
battery. It will be priced at €139 (£100) for the 3G 
version and €159 (£115) for the 4G handset. 

A beefed-up XL variant, which comes with a 5.7-inch screen, 
3,000mAh battery and 13MP camera, was also announced. It will be 
priced at €189 (£137) for the 3G version and €219 (£159) for 4G. 

The 640XL will come in matte cyan, orange and black, and both 
matte and glossy white, while for the 640 you can choose from glossy 
cyan, orange and white, and matte black. 

Both devices will be available in single and dual-SIM format. 


The XL version will roll out this month, with the 640 following in 
April. It will be available in the UK via Dixons Garphone, 02 and EE. 

NET BENEFITS 

The devices also come with a year's subscription to Office 365, 

60 global Skype minutes every month for a year and 1TB of OneDrive 
storage. The subscription can be used on one smartphone, one tablet 
and one PG. 

Microsoft Devices executive vice president Stephen Elop told 
assembled media and press that for businesses, “you can get three 
640s for the price of one flagship model”. 


10 www.whatnnobile.net 






FIRST LOOK 


Four on the floor 
for LG at MWC 

LG has revealed that it will release a raft of new handsets - the Magna, Spirit, Leon and Joy 


S outh Korean manufacturer LG is releasing four new 

handsets, Magna, Spirit, Leon and Joy, as announced at 
Mobile World Congress. 

The mid-range devices all have 4G connectivity and will initially be 
available in selected markets, with UK pricing and availability yet to 
be announced. 

The Magna has the highest specifications of the handsets and comes 
with a 5-inch HD display, 1.2GHz processor, 8-megapixel rear camera, 
BMP front-facing camera, 8GB of internal memory, 1GB of RAM and a 
2, 540m Ah battery. 

The Spirit features the same processor, internal memory, RAM and rear 
camera. Differences with the Magna include a smaller 4.7-inch screen, a 


2,100mAh battery and a IMP front-facing camera. 

The Leon differs with a 4.5-inch display, 0.3MP front-facing camera 
and l,900mAh battery. 

BASE JOYS 

The bottom-of-the range Joy has a 4-inch screen, BMP rear camera, 0.3MP 
front-facing snapper and l,900mAh battery. 

All the handsets feature LG's Gesture Shot. 

This function allows you to take selfies using a handset gesture that 
starts a three-second countdown. 

LG says it has extended the range of the gesture to 1.5m to allow users 
to use selfie sticks. 
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The new DORO LIBERTO® 820 MINI - lets you handle smart features in an 
easier way. It has easy sharing access to internet music, new and old, allowing 
you to share the tunes which mean something to you - and using the unique 
dock mode you can play them without the need for vinyl! This and much more 
is the new Liberto® 820 Mini, the small smartphone with a big heart. 


doro 


www.doro.co.uk 
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NOW AVAILABLE IN STORE AND ONLINE FROM TESCO MOBILE. 




INTERNATIONAL ROUND-UP 


Around the world 


Eyes eastwards, as four fab phablets vie for a slice of the Asian market, with Xiaomi, Gionee, 
Oppo and Motorola all in the mix with their latest supersized smartphone offerings 


Xiaomi Redmi Note 4G 

Now comfortably one of the biggest forces in Asia, Xiaomi has launched its first 
4G handset to be available in India: the Xiaomi Redmi Note 4G. 

Unlike most handsets released in the subcontinent, the Redmi Note 4G is 
actually a rather high-end device (at least comparatively speaking). It's an 
out-and-out phablet with a vast 5.5-inch 720p display. Snapdragon 400 1.6GHz 
quad-core processor, 13-megapixel rear-facing and 5-megapixel front-facing 
cameras, and a removable 3,100 mAh battery. 

Those specs are certainly eye-catching, particularly the removable battery. 
That big ol' display is also protected by Corning Gorilla Glass 3, making it extra 
scratch and crack-resistant. 

At Rs.9,999, it's certainly not cheap: that price translates to roughly £105, 
a fair sum for a market that is widely considered as 'emerging' and budget- 
oriented. It's even more curious when you consider that India's 4G coverage is 
still largely under constmction. It exists, but it's only available from relatively 
new carrier Airtel. Is there enough of a mid-range market in India to warrant a 
phone Hke this? 

We'll find out soon enough, as the Redmi Note 4G is currently available via 
onUne retailer FUpkart. 




Motorola Moto X Pro 

See if this device sounds familiar: it's made by Motorola; it has a 6-inch 
display with quad-HD resolution; its processor clocks in at 2.7GHz and 
is backed by 3GB of RAM; its rear-facing camera is 14 megapixels, and 
the whole thing is wrapped up in shiny new Android 5.0 Lollipop. 

The more geeky among you will recognise all of that as surely being 
the Google Nexus 6. And you're not wrong - except this is another 
device. The Motorola Moto X Pro is virtually identical to the Nexus 6 in 
every respect, and it's available exclusively in China. 

With Motorola being acquired by Chinese giant Lenovo last year, this 
device heralds Motorola's return to the country, with the Moto G and 
standard Moto X also seeing a release there. 

At the time of writing, a price has yet to be announced, but the device 
should be on virtual Chinese shelves by the time you read this. It's 
pretty safe to say that it won't be cheap, though. 
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INTERNATIONAL ROUND-UP 



Gionee Elife E7 

Yet another phablet, the Gionee Elife E7 may be the one you'd most 
likely pass over at a glance. Indian manufacturer Gionee is still relatively 
unknown in the tech world, and certainly not as fashionable as the 
unstoppable Xiaomi or the exotic Motorola. But take a second look and 
it's apparent that the Elife is a rather fantastic device. 

The 5.5-inch display immediately commands attention, particularly 
when combined with its lOSOp Eull HD resolution and Corning Gorilla 
Glass 3. It's powered by the Snapdragon 801, which weighs in at 
2.5GHz, supported by 3GB of RAM. There's a 16-megapixel rear-facing 
camera and a frankly overly detailed - at least when you look like we do 
- 8-megapixel selfie-cam. 

It also boasts a screen-to-body ratio of 74%, which is significantly 
higher than most other handsets of a similar size (the iPhone 6 is just 
65% and the HTC One M8, 67%). The only thing we're not so keen on 
with the Elife E7 is its 2,500mAh battery, which might not last too long 
behind such a large display. 

These are outstanding flagships specs - if this device were released 
18 months ago. But what makes these figures truly pop is the price: 
at roughly £120, we're struggling to think of better bang-for-buck 
elsewhere. Despite being created for the Asian market, you can have the 
Elife E7 shipped to Europe from online retailer eEox today. 



Oppo U3 



The month's final phablet comes courtesy 
of sizeable-smartphone specialist Oppo. 

The U3 is large - 5.9 inches of display's 
worth of large - and has a staggering 75% 
screen-to-body ratio, too. That means it's 
noticeably smaller than the iPhone 6 Plus, 
despite an extra 0.4 inches of precious 
display real estate. 

Behind that 1080p Pull HD display sits 
a Mediatek MT6752 1.7GHz octa-core 
processor and 2GB of RAM. It should be 
fast enough to fly through everyday tasks, 
but lacks a little at the top end when 
compared with the best quad-core chips. 

The 3, 000m Ah battery is a welcome sight for 
a device so humongous, and the U3 also packs an AK4961 audio chip 
for top-notch music and sound output. The device offers VOOC fast- 
charging too, meaning you can go from a dead battery to 75% charge in 
just half an hour. 

As is becoming the norm with Oppo cameras, the U3's 13-megapixel 
rear-facing camera can take 50-megapixel photographs via interpolation 


- a fancy word for a sort of digital collage effect, whereby several lower- 
resolution images are stitched together to create one monster snap. It's 
also capable of super slow-mo 120-frames-per-second video recording. 

There's no official word on price yet, but with an Asian release 
imminent, you can expect it to set you back upwards of £350 plus 
shipping from China. There's not much chance of this behemoth getting 
a release outside of the Par East, unfortunately. 
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GADGETS, GIFTS AND ACCESSORIES 


Suited and booted 

Smarten up your wardrobe with this biometric bodysuit, the pick of March’s gadgets round-up 


01 / 

Hexoskin 


£235 

One of the most advanced pieces of wearable 

tech we’ve yet seen, the Hexoskin is a 
complete biometric suit in the form of a 
sleeveless textile undershirt. It measures heart 
rate, respiration rate and capacity, cadence, 
calories, steps and even comprehensive 
sleep tracking (including breathing and sleep 
position, which conventional wearable bands 
don't). During training, its battery pack is 
guaranteed to outlast Mo Farah, and it offers 
up to 150 hours of standby lime. Just be sure 
to wash it at some point. 



16 


Microsoft 



Introducing the stunningly beautiful Lumia 830. It comes with a guality 
10 MP PureView camera, allowing you to take exceptional photos both 
day and night. Plus, with its thin and sleek design, you have a device that 
looks as good on the outside as it works on the inside. 

Get yours now for just £21.99 per month on EE. 


Allowances for £21.99 per month plan are 500 mins to UK mobiles and UK landlines, unlimited texts and 500MB. 
Allowances for use in UK only. Apps available from Windows Store. This offer is being made by EE and the price quoted is 
subject to amendment by EE. Offer subject to credit check. Consumers plan only. Additional terms and conditions apply. 


Available at 


GADGETS, GIFTS AND ACCESSORIES 


02 / 

Cobra JumPack 

£99 

Just when you thought you'd seen everything 
from the world of smartphone charger packs, 
along comes the Cobra JumPack. It does 
something we've never seen before: in addition 
to charging your phone, it can also jumpstart 
your car. It's small enough to fit in the 
glovebox or cupholder, and strong enough to 
start a dead battery on a full-sized automobile. 
It's also got a built-in torch. 


03 / 

Anker 2nd Gen 
Astro E4 

£22 

The Anker 2nd Gen Astro E4 is a battery pack 
with the common sense to allow for two devices 
to be charged at once. It's compact, but with a 
large enough battery to be able to refill an iPhone 
six times over on a single charge. There's LED 
indicators to show how much power is left, and 
it only takes six and a half hours hooked up to 
the mains to fully recharge. 
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GADGETS, GIFTS AND ACCESSORIES 




04 / 

EasyAcc 5 USB Port 
Adapter 

£14 

For times when it's not a battery pack you 
need, but simply more outlets, the EasyAcc 5 
USB Port Adapter is the ideal solution. 

It plugs directly into your wall outlet and 
offers simultaneous charging for up to five 
USB devices. 


05 / 

Bionn SoundPad 

£45 

The SoundPad is both a tablet stand and a stereo 
speaker set-up rolled into one. It's collapsible, so 
it can easily fit into your bag, yet sturdy and fully 
adjustable when folded out. It connects with 
your tablet via Bluetooth or NFC and offers up a 
much richer, bass-laden sound than you would 
otherwise get. 
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GADGETS, GIFTS AND ACCESSORIES 


06 / 

WorldCard Mobile 
Phone Kit 


£50 

If you're constantly wasting your time tapping 
details from business cards into your phone's 
contacts book, the WorldCard Mobile Phone 
Kit should prove a huge hit. Simply prop your 
phone up within it, place the business card 
in the slot opposite and open up the free 
companion app. The app then extracts all 
the important information from the card and 
creates a new contact for you. 


07 / 

Reach79 

Performance Case 

£40 

Some cases can hamper your phone's signal 
strength, but the Reach79 Performance Case 
does the opposite: in addition to protecting 
your device, its gold antenna lining can 
double your phone's signal. This means faster 
downloads, reception in signal blackspots, 
and extended battery life due to your phone 
spending less time hunting for signal. 
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^ it breaks, you send, we fix 



Huge Range of Repairs 


Free Postage to and from! Courtesy Phone Service 


Repairs from screens to buttons 
and everything in between, all of 
which are affordable. We are that 
confident of our work we even 
give you a 12 month warranty on 
the parts and labour! 


Not only do you get a professional 
repair but we cover the cost of 
tracked and insured postage to us 
and back on most repairs, if based 
in the UK. 


If you cannot work or play with- 
out your phone we also offer a 
courtesy phone service, which 
can be hired on a weekly basis. A 
deposit is required for this 
service. 
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Free £500 postal 

insurance with every delivery! 

Royat Mail. 


P» cn 











REVIEWS 



# I \ ^ M month, we chalk up Samsung’s latest cutting- 

m M % # 1 ^ edge phablet, YotaPhone’s second stab at a 

m# I smartphone/e-reader hybrid, BlackBerry’s QWERTY 

I W I W W crusader and the newest devices from Asus and Acer 



"The display is beautiful, if you 
can cope with asymmetry" 


24 /Samsung 

Galaxy Note Edge 

28 /YotaPhone 2 

32 /BlackBerry 
Classic 

36 /Asus 

Zen Watch 

38 /Acer 

Liquid Jade 

40 /Acer 

Iconic Tab 8 


How we review 

To show you where a device 
succeeds or fails, we grade 
each device in five key areas. 

Performance 

First we fully test the speed 
and power of each device. 

Usability 

Next we find out how well the 
device functions in daily use. 


Design 

Then we rate the style and 
quality of the overall design. 

Features 

What kind of unique features 
and add-ons does it have? 

Finai verdict 

A rating out of five, balancing 
cost versus performance. 


Editor’s choice 

Only the very best devices 
will win our What Mobile 
Editor's Choice award. 



22 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobiie.net 





RUGGED, 

LIGHTWEIGHT, 
DROP-TESTED PROTECTION 


iPhone 6/6 Plus 





Designed In California, Urban Armor Gear cases offer superb protection in a featherlight 
package. Available in a wide variety of colours for all leading smartphones and tablets. 



Available from 

MobileFun^.uk 


Everything First 



REVIEW 



Samsung Galaxy 
Note Edge 


An edgier Galaxy Note 4 that’s no mere sideshow 

Price: £610 Reviewer: Philip Brown 


Messages appear 
down the right 


Market-leading 
display quality 






Access to battery 

and microSD slot 


SPEC SHEET 

OS Android 4.4.4 KitKat 
Processor Quad-core 2.7GHz Krait 450 
Screen 5.6-inches 
Resolution 1,600 x 2,560 pixels 

Memory 3GB RAM 
Storage 32/64GB 
MicroSD compatible? Yes 


Rear camera 16MP 

Front camera 3.7MP 

Video 4K @ 60fps 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 1 51 .3 x 82.4 x 8.3nnnn 

Weight 1 74g 

Battery 3,000mAh 



Speed Camera Battery 
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REVIEW 



Stylus and substance - Samsung has integrated the pen very usefully into a number of apps 


S amsung takes a very different 

approach to new smartphones than 
arch-rival Apple. While the latter 
only introduces a new technology when 
it’s good and ready, and is certain of 
what customers will use it for, Samsung 
likes to throw everything at the wall 
just to see what sticks. Remember the 
Samsung Galaxy Beam with its built-in 
projector? Or the Beat DJ, which featured 
integrated turntables? 

Samsung might not make the insane 
profits that Apple does, but you can't say the 
approach doesn't work some of the time. Back 
in 2011, the then gigantic first Samsung Galaxy 
Note was a shot in the dark - who would 
want to use something so darn big? Millions, 
as it turned out. And just as Apple has finally 
entered the 'phablet' fray with the iPhone 6 
Plus, Samsung is expanding on the category 
with its next technological leap forward: 
screen-edge functionality. 

DESIGN 

The Samsung Galaxy Note Edge is a Note 
4 - an excellent base to start with - with one 
unique addition: a screen that folds down 
and wraps around the right-hand edge of the 
phone. This second sort-of display gives you 
access to shortcuts and notifications when you 
need them, or so the theory goes. 

In practice, it feels like more of a gimmick 


than a useful addition. 

It's certainly a conversation starter, though. 
The Galaxy Note Edge looks like a Note 4 with 
one side melted or sloughed away. It shares 
most of the Note 4's pros and cons. On the 
downside is the sturdy but cheap plastic and 
the faux-leather material of the rear. But on 
the upside, it offers access for replacing the 
battery, as well as boosting storage with a 
microSD card. 

It's massive, which is not in itself a criticism, 
but it could have been made easier to use. 


Since one side is now all screen, the power 
button has been moved to the top of the 
phone, and is all but impossible to reach. You'll 
constantly be stretching just to turn the phone 
on and off, when it would have been so much 
easier just to double-tap the screen to lock and 
unlock, as you can on the LG G3. 

FEATURES 

There's a heart-rate monitor included, as found 
on the Samsung Galaxy S5, which seems fairly 
accurate, but isn't great for anything other 
than resting pulse, since you won't want to 
run with a phone this big in your pocket. You'll 
also find a fingerprint scanner built into the 
home button, but unlike Apple's effortless 
Touch ID sensor, it isn't worth using. You have 
to swipe your finger across the button » 


"The Galaxy Note Edge looks like a Note 4 
with one side melted or sloughed away and 
it shares most of the Note 4's pros and cons" 


The phones that are too hip to be square 

The Note Edge isn't the only phone to ditch the traditional flat, rectangular touchscreen 


SAMSUNG GALAXY ROUND 

With its 5.7-inch display that bends inwards lengthways, the 
Samsung Galaxy Round feels more like a tech prototype than 
a finished product - and it sort of is, as it's extremely hard to 
come by in stores. There's almost no tangible 
benefit to Samsung's approach other 
than to prove it can do it: it brings 
nothing to web browsing, 
and having a screen 
curve at the top 
and bottom 
while watching 
movies is off- 
putting, too. 



LG G FLEX 2 

LG's approach, on the other hand, with the upcoming 
Flex 2 is slightly more sensible, with only the shorter top and 
bottom sides of the panel curving downwards, in the same 
way as some cinema screens and the latest 
TVs with curved screens wrap around your 
vision. It's still a gimmick, but at least it 
doesn't make characters in videos 
look squat, and with a Full HD 
5.5-inch display and 
Snapdragon 810 
processor, it's 
a monster of 
a mobile. 
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REVIEW 



Android add-ons - Samsung's tweaked the 
user interface with styius and edge functions 


Ad i*ti r ..il • 1 09:59 

Edge screen ; 


Manage panels 
Express me 
Information stream 
Night clock 
Edge screen text 
Show Edge screen on left 

Rotate the Edge screen 180* while the screen 
is upside down 


Cutting edge - Deive into the settings if you 
want to customise what the edge con do 



Tab navigation - Some apps use the edge 
to organise and access content uniqueiy 


"You'll constantly be tilting your 
head to read perpendicular message 
notifications - and it's annoying" 


» rather than simply hold it there, and since 
it only works swiftly nine times out of 10, it's 
not worth using. After all, a simple and secure 
PIN lock works 10 times out of 10. 

SCREEN 

The display is beyond beautiful, so long as 
you can cope with asymmetry. The quad-HD 
resolution AMOLED display is arguably the 
best screen on any phone in the world right 
now, with stunning vibrancy, undetectable 
pixels and broad viewing angles. The same is 
true of the Galaxy Note 4's display, of course, 
but it's the unusual 'spine' screen that really 
stands out here. In use, it's hit and miss. 

Samsung has aimed to discretely provide 
extra control options here, for whatever app 


you're in, so you can get on with your day on 
the main display area. It's exceptionally handy 
for shortcuts to frequently used apps such as 
quickly jumping to the Chrome browser or 
controlling the camera, but not much else. A 
few apps offer extra controls on the sidebar 
- Spotify track controls, for instance - but 
this is seldom as handy as the lock screen 
controls Spotify offers on any Android phone. 
There's also a pop-out ruler should you need to 


measure something less than 5 inches. 

It's infuriating for notifications. The spine 
is keen on giving you needless weather 
updates, but these are far less irritating than 
the scrolling message notifications that run 
down the spine rather than across the top, as 
with other Android phones. Unless you leave 
your phone in a cradle on its side all day, you'll 
constantly be tilting your head to read these 
perpendicular updates, and it's annoying. 


Note Edge vs Note 4 

At a glance, Samsung's two flagship phablets are very similar 
on paper - it just happens that one of them has a display that 
wraps around an edge. 

Both offer the same super-sharp quad-HD resolution, stylus, 
and have been updated to Android 5.0 Lollipop. 

The Note 4 has an ever so slightly higher capacity battery 
- 3,220mAh rather than 3,000mAh - and they're powered by 
different processors: the former, Samsung's own Exynos Octa 7 


eight-core chip, and the latter, Qualcomm's new 805 quad- 
core chip. 

You'll honestly never spot the difference in performance 
between them: they both blaze outrageously. 

As such, your choice should probably be based on price 
alone. The Note 4 is anywhere from £50 to £200 cheaper 
unlocked than the eye-wateringly expensive Note Edge, 
depending on where you look. 
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REVIEW 


Another Samsung 
wears faux leather 


PERFORMANCE 

Part of us wants to give Samsung the benefit of 
the doubt: it certainly is pretty, and could lead 
to some incredible designs somewhere down 
the road. But right now, it's a Galaxy Note 4 
that can open your web browser quite quickly 
from anywhere else in the operating system. 

The Galaxy Note 4 is a phenomenal phablet, 
so sharing its credentials is a bonus. It's 
shockingly fast: Qualcomm's new 805 chip 
combined with a hefty 3GB of RAM makes 
slowdown a thing of the past. If there are 
games the Note Edge does not support, 
it's only because they're exclusive to other 
hardware like the Nvidia-only Portal and Half- 
Life 2. This device flies. 

Android itself, 
meanwhile, is fast, 
fluid, easy to use 
and app-packed (at 
the time of writing, 
the Note Edge ran 
Android 4.4 KitKat, though 
a 5.0 update has reportedly 
begun rolling out). We're 
usually not a big fan of 
manufacturer additions 
to Android, but they're 
required on a phone with a second, slanty 
display on the side, and if you can cope with 
Samsung’s Fisher- Price user interface (or know 
how to change it), they're not too bad. 

Samsung's video player, for instance, is 
comprehensive, seemingly handling almost 
every format and codec, with lots of options 
for subtitles. And then there's the built-in 
stylus and software, letting you quickly 
doodle notes or even cut out screenshots 
and save them. Lastly, like many Samsung 
phones, the Note Edge lets you open two 
apps on screen at once and resize them 
- a thoroughly handy option on such 
a large screen, especially with an app 
launcher running down the spine to 
complement them. Quite why Google 
hasn't baked this into Android yet is 
beyond us. 


CAMERAS 

Taking a picture with the Note's Edge display 
might be the most useful thing about the 
spine. As the camera options have been 
relocated to the spine, there's no clutter in the 
way of your shot on the main screen, helping 
you frame your shot easily. The 16-megapixel 
sensor grabs some of the best smartphone 
stills today, at least in daylight, with excellent 
detail only slightly let down by the single LED 
flash in darker scenarios. 

It's also fast enough to grab 4K video at a 
smooth 60 frames per second, which looks 
great too, though you'll need a 4K screen to 
get the most out of it. 



verdict 



There's also a very generous 3.7MP camera 
on the front for video chats and selfie fanatics. 

Unfortunately, all of this technology comes 
at a price. All those pixels that hefty GPU is 
pushing, that 4G data, all those sensors: once 
upon a time, a 3,000mAh battery would have 
seen a phone through two days of use with 
some gas left in the tank, but no more. You'll 
need to charge the Galaxy Note Edge every 
night, and if it degrades in quality over a 
year of use in the same way that our Note 3's 
battery has, heavy users may find themselves 
having to top up during the day, too. There is 
a battery-saving mode that cuts down options 
and switches to black and white for a few 
more hours, but this is no marathon mobile. 
Sony’s powerful but more compact Sony 
Xperia Z3 Gompact has a run time of almost 
double the Edge’s, and is your best 
choice on Android for longevity. 

CONCLUSION 

The added display is not worth the 
i Note Edge’s enormous price tag. 

I There are lots of innovative things 
I that can be done with AMOLED 
it displays - since individual pixels 
|1 can be turned on and off. data 
B can be displayed in sleep mode 
B with almost no power drain - but 
having them dip down on one 
i side is not one of them. 

\ When a frankly astonishing 
I version of this phone, which 
B looks only slightly more 
B standard, can be had for 
B substantially less money, it’s 
hard to view the Edge as 
anything but another one of 
^B Samsung’s tech demos for 
the inevitable day when we 
can roll up our smartphones 
like a newspaper 

^^B A worthwhile endeavour, 
in other words, but for 
Samsung's development 
boffins, rather than you. 


The Samsung Galaxy Note Edge points to an exciting 
future when we no longer have to accept that a 
smartphone screen has to be rectangular. As is often the 
case with a new technology, though, it needs more work. 
As cool as the edge looks, it serves little purpose, other 
than to make this a more expensive Note 4. Call us when 
the screen wraps all the way around, Samsung. 


+ Powerful specs 
+ Striking looks 

+ Screen-edge shortcuts can be useful 

— Edge remains a gimmick 

- Typical Samsung plastic build quality 
“ Expensive compared with Note 4 


OVERALL ★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE USABILITY 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 

DESIGN FEATURES 

★★★★★ ★★★ ★ 
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REVIEW 


Yota Phone 2 

Second time’s the charm for the most irmovative smartphone maker in years 

Price: £549 Reviewer: Philip Brown 



SPEC SHEET 

OS Android 4.4 KitKot 

Processor Quad-core 2.3GHz Krait 400 

Screen 5 inches 

Resolution 1,080 x 1,920 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 32GB 

MicroSD compatible? No 

Rear camera 8MP 

Front camera 2.1 MP 

Video 1 080p @ 30fps 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 144 x 69.5 x 8.9mm 

Weight 145g 

Battery 2,500mAh 

AT A GLANCE 


Speed Camera Battery 



Full HD front screen 

is flawless 


Comfortable shape 

for long e-reads 


Access Android 
widgets on E ink 
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REVIEW 


S ay what you will about YotaPhone, 
the company behind a series of 
handsets decked out with screens 
on the front and back - one AMOLED, one 
E Ink - but they’re different from the pack. 
And in today’s world of uniform black-slab 
smartphones, that’s pretty unusual. So what 
if the first model was underpowered, and 
the e-reader screen ran a different, more 
limited operating system to the actual 
Android phone? 

The YotaPhone 2 is an excellent innovation that 
irons out almost aU of the problems from the first- 
generation device, which looked cool but made 
very little use of the E Ink technology onboard. If 
it weren't for that high price, this would be a real 
contender for phone of the year already 

DESIGN 

Even without the second, e-reader Eke display, the 
YotaPhone 2 is a substantial improvement on its 
predecessor, which shipped with only so-so specs. 
It felt Eke a prototype, but the YotaPhone 2 does 
not. It's a poEshed, remarkably thin handset with a 
design language aE of its own - one that brings to 
mind Samsung's curved Omnia devices of old. 


At the very least, it's comfortable. It's also sturdy, 
and the curved edges mean it sits snugly in your 
hand, which is something you want in a phone 
designed to read books on. The YotaPhone team 
seem to have made few user interface sEp-ups, 
with the power button in easy reach on the right- 
hand side, and the nano-SIM tray even cleverly 
turned into the volume rocker. Yes, it lacks the glass 
poEsh of an iPhone or the aluminium of a HTC One, 
which you might expect for the price. 

We're sEghtly disappointed to see no option for a 
microSD card, but 32GB of in-built storage is a fair 
amount to be getting on with. 

This is a poEshed, mature product nonetheless. 

PERFORMANCE 

The YotaPhone 2 has also seen a major upgrade 
under the hood. The quad-core processor gives the 
phone comparable performance to most flagship 
Android smartphones from 2014 (though you can 
Ekely expect upcoming models from HTC and 
Samsung to blow it out of the water), and we had 
no trouble mnning taxing games. A healthy 2GB of 
RAM makes multitasking a non-issue, and Android 
4.4 KitKat has hardly been tinkered with. It's clean 
and fast, with the standard operating system » 



Minimal messing - YotaPhone has thankfully 
not changed too much in Google's Android 


How does E Ink work? 

You've doubtless seen E Ink on an Amazon Kindle or similar e-reader so you might be 
wondering what's stopping the technology from making the jump to more phones. 

E Ink, despite being easy to read and more 
paper-like (because unlike an LCD or 
AMOLED screen with pixels, it reflects light 
like paper), presents some difficulties, 
which YotaPhone has carefully bypassed 
by using it on a second screen, and 
not the main screen. 

E Ink displays have huge power 
advantages, as they only really use 
power to change the layout of a 
page, which Is why a Kindle lasts 
weeks on a charge. 

A charge Is applied to two 
electrode layers, one of which Is 
visible to the eye when E Ink capsules 
between them are attracted to it. 

This approach has a downside, 
though: page refreshing is slow and 
ungainly. This makes watching videos, 
with their rapid frame rates, a pretty 
unpleasant past-time. 

But it does still make a good page-turner 
easy to turn on the go. 



Fast and clean - The zippy operating system 
is 4.4 KitKat - but don't expect an upgrade 
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REVIEW 


» navigation buttons worked into the display, as 
Google prefers. 

This phone really is a tale of two screens though. 
The primary display is flawless, in the same way 
almost any smartphone with a Full HD screen is 
these days. 

The 5-inch AMOLED panel strikes the perfect 
balance between size and productivity for one- 
handed use. 

Colours are vibrant, and with a 1,920 x 1,080-pixel 
resolution, it's extremely crisp. FHp the phone 
around, though, and you'll see what matters most 
about the YotaPhone 2. 

E INK SCREEN 

There's not a great deal to say about the E Ink 
display other than it's crisp enough for reading 
text, reflects Ught Hke paper, and so long as you 
use it conectly, won't drain the battery. (In fact, 
despite the relatively meagre 2,500mAh cell, the 
YotaPhone 2 can easily outlast a day of use.) It's 
a much more comfortable experience for reading 
long documents on. 

It's also got some clever software smarts sewn 
in. As much as Yota has improved on the hardware 
with this model, really, it's one software addition 
that makes this such an improvement: YotaMirror. 
This transplants your Android homescreen and all 
your apps to the E Ink screen at a long press and a 
drag of the Home button. 



"The YotaMirror software simply 
transplants your Android homescreen 
and all your apps to the E Ink screen" 


Twin-screen Androids 

It may be the first smartphone with an E Ink display, but the YotaPhone Is far from the first Google handset to sport a second 
screen, as these curiosities from yesteryear show... 


KYOCERA ECHO (2011) 

Kyocera's bonkers folding-book phone 
is one the weirdest Androids ever, but 
also one of the coolest, with two 3.5-inch 
displays that spread out to form one 4.7- 
inch square. This ingenious concept was 
sadly let down by the software, as few 
apps made full use of this option. It was 
never released in the UK. 



LG DOUBLEPLAY (2011) 

LG's strange slider sported a 
secondary screen inside the QWERTY 
keyboard, which was not nearly as 
helpful as it sounds. It simply split the 
buttons in two, making typing difficult, 
and only proffered up application 
shortcuts you could jump to with one 
tap anyway. 



SAMSUNG W789 (2013) 

The Android 4.1 -fuelled W789 harked 
back to the days of flip phones, with 
a T9 keyboard and second 3.3-inch 
display tucked behind a hinge. 
Motorola Razr style. It never saw 
the light of day in the West - just as 
well, since its l,500mAh battery and 
5-megapixel camera were pitiful. 
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REVIEW 


Digital camera downgrade 

While the YotaPhone 2 has been improved to match last year's best Android phones 
in almost every area, there is one downgrade, perhaps dictated by price or space: 
the 13-megapixel camera on the original 2013 YotaPhone has been switched out for 
a noticeably inferior 8MP snapper. Combined with Google's very bare-bones camera 
app, it makes for quite an underwhelming camera. Sorry, folks, this is only a Kindle 
replacement, not a Kindle and compact camera replacement. On the plus side, the 
front camera has been bumped to 2.1 MP which is, if not a trade-off, then a faint silver 
lining. Hope you like taking selfies! 



Now you're no longer restricted to YotaPhone's 
select few apps: all of Android is available on the 
E Ink screen. You obviously won't want to use this 
except during daylight hours or you'll be struggling 
to see who texted you, but we cannot stress how 
awesome it is to use apps like Amazon Kindle or 
the essential save-for-later service Pocket like this. 

Being able to read a print-like book and 
occasionally answer your emails or field calls from 
the same screen is a game- changer for those with 
long train commutes. 

You'll need to be careful what you do in 
YotaMirror mode, however. Anything that requires 
rapid refresh rates - which even scrolling through 
your inbox will require - win see the phone drain 


its battery even quicker than in AMOLED mode. 
You're best sticking to reading in this mode (and 
set to page turn, not scroH, if possible), or the odd 
WhatsApp chat. You'H quickly reakse that games 
and videos are not meant to be watched this way. 

The other use for the E Ink display is when you're 
not actively using the phone. YotaCover rotates 
cover-screen photos every few minutes, without 
using almost any power. But if you'd rather have 
Eve widgets and the time showing, you can do that 
using YotaPanels, which features updating widgets 
for notifications, a calendar, music player and more. 
It's great having all of these roEing in while your 
phone is locked, without any obtrusive screen glow 
or flashing. 


APPS 

There are a few other E Ink apps too, including a 
chess game, an RSS reader for news, plus Yota's 
own e-book app, which isn't reaEy worth the hassle 
of importing fEes to if you've aEeady built up a 
Kindle Ebrary. 

Perhaps most worthy of note is YotaEnergy, 
which lets you tailor the energy-saving mode when 
your battery is low and even automaticaEy transfer 
processes over to the less power-hungry E Ink 
screen, a unique advantage at a time when just 
about every smartphone has a power-saving mode. 

YotaPhone's also opened up an SDK so that 
developers can add more features to this mode, 
but you should probably brace yourseE for the 
possibiEty that few wiE take up this offer 

You might have to accept that an Android 5.0 
software update for this device could be a long 
time coming. 

CONCLUSION 

The potential lack of upgrades is something you 
should consider if your cursor is hovering over the 
'Buy' button on YotaPhone's website: this phone is 
what it is now, and possibly wiE be nothing more. 

It takes huge expense for manufacturers to update 
phones and create an ecosystem, after aE. 

Then there's the price. And this is something 
you'E need to think about carefuEy for a few 
reasons. Eirst off, at £550, the YotaPhone 2 is an 
expensive device; you're paying for the second 
screen here, not the specs, the looks or the build, 
and Apple ticks aE those boxes for the same cost 
with the iPhone 6 and 6 Plus. 

Secondly, you shouldn't expect being able to 
subsidise this cost over a two-year contract 
Eke you might a big-brand smartphone. The 
YotaPhone 2 is being sold SIM-free only, with no 
network partners up front. 

Eor that money, you could quite easily purchase 
a flagship smartphone and a Kindle, and stiE have 
change to spare. But what price would you put 
on convergence and convenience? If you are 
constantly reading and communicating on the go - 
and need some entertainment on a long commute 
- this might just be the best phone you've come 
across in years. 


VERDICT 


The YotaPhone 2 fixes almost all of the original’s flaws, 
and turns the rear E Ink display from an impractical 
cherry on top, to one of the phone’s main ingredients. 
There’s no denying this quirky conversation- starter is 
for a niche audience, and a rich one at that. We can’t 
wait to see what the YotaPhone 3 brings, not least a 
price drop for this model. 


+ E Ink screen is genuinely useful 
+ Huge front screen 
+ SoEd battery Efe 

— Mediocre camera for the price 

— SmaE battery and no SD card slot 
“ Outdated version of Android 


OVERALL ★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE USABILITY 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 

DESIGN FEATURES 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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REVIEW 


BlackBerry Classic 

BlackBerry again attempts to win over smartphone fans but dishes up yet another slice of nostalgia 

Price: £330 Reviewer: Philip Brown 



2MP front com 
for video chats 


Solid build feels 
sturdy in hand 


Extremely sharp 
screen impresses 


OS BlackBerry OS 10.3.1 
Processor Dual-core 1 .5GHz Krait 
Screen 3.5 inches 
Resolution 720 x 720 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 1 6GB 

MicroSD compatible? Yes 

Rear camera 8MP 

Front camera 2MP 

Video 1 080p @ 30fps 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 1 31 x 72.4 x 1 0.2mm 

Weight 1 77g 

Battery 2,51 5m Ah 


Camera 


Battery 
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REVIEW 


A h, BlackBerry. No mobile maker 
has risen so high yet fallen so 
far. For more than a decade, the 
keyboard-toting BlackBerry has been 
a status symbol in society - but it’s 
changed from representing the ‘high- 
flying go-getter’ to the ‘technological 
Luddite who can’t operate a 
touchscreen’ (or, in some cases, ‘middle 
manager who has been lumped with it 
by the company’). 

Following the embarrassing launch of the 
BlackBerry ZIO touchscreen phone and its 
ludicrously overdue BlackBerry 10 operating 
system two years ago, the company changed 
direction once more, and under a new CEO 
has given up trying to woo average shoppers. 
Now, it's all about business, security and 
getting things done. Oh, and OWERTY 
keyboards - an otherwise extinct feature on 
smartphones in 2015. 

DESIGN 

So, here we have the BlackBerry Classic, 
arguably the purest BlackBerry handset the 
company has ever made. 

It's a BlackBerry Bold updated for the 
modern age (sort of), with the trappings of 
the legendary BlackBerry Bold 9000 and a 
touchscreen operating system to boot. 

This all sounds like a nice idea on 
paper, but unless you're one of the few 
remaining BlackBerry addicts out there, 
it's the same old story. BlackBerry's new 
regime won't attract any new customers 
with this approach. 

That's a pity, because not many 
manufacturers these days can make a 
handset as robust as BlackBerry. The Classic 



Unified interface - The user experience and 
inbox access are a BiackBerry strong point 


is thick, but that's fine: it's rock solid, with no 
give under the back panel at all. That's what 
you need when you're typing away with two 
thumbs, though we will say that the mottled 
texture on the plastic back is not especially 
premium-looking or comfortable. 

The good news is that most of the phone is 
incredibly durable and feels like it can survive 
many a drop (whether the large touchscreen 
would is another matter). 

The display is extremely sharp: 720 almost 
undetectable pixels each way make for a 
display that's very easy to read long emails 
on and browse the web (in some ways, it's 
arguably better for browsing than narrow 
touchscreens, giving you a more desktop- 
like experience). 

You could quite easily read an e-book on it 
with no trouble. That square aspect ratio is 
quite limiting for some other uses, though: 
you don't want to watch letterboxed movies 
on this, or play games. 

KEYBOARD 

You might be willing to put up with this - 
especially if you're still using a BlackBerry - 
for what's beneath. 

Below the screen is the classic BlackBerry 
control row, with the familiar call and reject, 
menu and back buttons, and the optical 
trackpad for scrolling when swiping on a 
touchscreen just won't cut it. These buttons 
are certainly inelegant compared with how 
streamlined iPhone controls are in 2015 (one 
physical button, as opposed to five), but 
they're undeniably fast. 

As is the keyboard below. It's a four-line 
QWERTY set up, a welcome return after the 
BlackBerry Passport's odd and ineffective » 
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Actual apps! - App-starved BlackBerry users 
will rush to lap up the Android software 


Is this an Android 
phone or not? 

"Wait, so this phone runs BiackBerry OS, 
but con oiso pioy Android opps?" Yep, 
we don't biome you for being confused. 
Here's the situation: for many years, 
BiackBerry iagged behind when 
it come to the iotest must-have opps 
and gomes, in on attempt to catch 
up, the company come up with the 
ciever idea of ietting you run Android 
opps on its new operating system by 
ietting you boot up .APK fiies (Android 
instaiiotion fiies). 

Here's the thing, though: most Android 
users reiy on the officioi Googie Pioy 
store to get their opps, and Googie 
execs wiii be in coid, hard ground 
before they iet BiackBerry users into 
their store. To get around this, BiackBerry 
has shrewdiy preiooded the Amazon 
Appstore, the biggest aiternotive 
Android opp store, it's actuoiiy pretty 
weii stocked these days, but because 
BiackBerry OS is in effect emuioting 
Android to run the opps you con 
download from it, performance is 
sometimes terribie. 

Don't forget, no Android deveiopers 
wiii have coded their opps with the 
BiockBerry's square screen or hardware 
keyboard controis in mind either. 
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» three-line pad, and clearly inspired by 
the legendary BlackBerry Bold's keypad, 
with square, rubber buttons that seem to 
be perfectly tactile, with just enough give 
to type quickly with two thumbs blazing. 
While the rows are no longer slightly curved, 
the keyboard is every bit as fast as you will 
remember, which is excellent. 

Typing out epic screeds is frustration- 
free, and popping in someone's name 
remains the quickest way anyone's come 
up with for pulling up a phone number on 
any smartphone. 

But, and this is important, we must also 
emphasise that the BlackBerry keyboard is no 
longer peerless. Once upon a time, this would 
have been a unique selling point, a reason 
to stick with the tried and tested for diehard 
CrackBerry addicts, but frankly, the gap has 
been closed. 

Physical keyboards have stayed exactly the 
same, while their virtual counterparts have 
advanced dramatically. Virtual keyboards like 
SwiftKey, Swype and even the default Android 
and Windows Phone QWERTYs don't just 
predict the next word you type before you've 
started, they even let you drag your finger 
across the board, letting you type one-handed 
as quickly as you could two-handed with 
a BlackBerry. 



SECURITY AND SOFTWARE 

Still, the BlackBerry has always been 
about security as much as convenience 
and productivity, and we can’t fault the 
BlackBerry Classic in this regard. Blackberry's 
excellent behind-the-scenes email service 
is still as effective as it ever was, instantly 
pushing email to you. If you're using the 
Classic on a BlackBerry Enterprise Server 
(at your workplace), you can even download 
BlackBerry Blend for your desktop or tablet, 
letting you use BlackBerry Messenger and 
other services away from your phone. 

Then there's the inbox, which is far 
more than just an email repository 
nowadays. We're still taken 
with the BlackBerry Hub, 
arguably the best example 
of a unified inbox 
(competitors like HTC 
abandoned trying to 
do something similar 
on Android years 
ago): notifications 
from popular 
services like Twitter 
and Linkedln drop right in 
alongside your regular messages 

That's probably the nicest thing we 
have to say about the software, as even with 


A return to a four-line 
keyboard, not three 


The QWERTY's as good 
os the BlackBerry Bold 


RIP QWERTY 

If you want to buy a QWERTY phone in the UK, your choices are BiackBerry - or not at aii. There are simpiy no Android or Windows 
Phone smartphones with hardware keyboards, portrait or iandscape, on saie. So beiow, we remember a few of the finest, before 
they went the way of the dodo, the HD-DVD Piayer and the Nokia. 


HTC DESIRE Z (2010) 

HTC used to be the king of the keyboard, 
with its Windows Mobiie handsets in the 
mid-2000s, but 
it phased the 
option out with 
the switch to 
Android. The HTC 
Desire Z was its iast 
major QWERTY 
reiease, with a 
much bigger 
screen than most, 
as the iandscape 
keyboard siid out 
from underneath, its biggest faiiing was weak 
hinges: hang the phone upside down and it 
iiteraliy sprung apart into two pieces. 



SONY ERICSSON XPERIA MINI 
PRO (2011) 

By far the best Android QWERTY smartphone, 
the Mini Pro combined the advantages 
of a reguiar touchscreen with a more 
comfortabie, portrait-sized siide-out 
keyboard by being so compact. But it didn't 
skimp on power, at ieast not for the time, and 
it even received an Android 4.0 update in 
201 2. if you're a QWERTY fan but can't bear 
the thought of 
BiackBerry's 
OS, it's 
stiii worth 
snatching 
one up on 
the cheap 
on eBay. 



DELL VENUE PRO (2010) 



One of the first Windows Phones to sport a 
physical keyboard, it has yet to 
see any form of successor. 

Which is as shame, as this 
portrait QWERTY siider 
was vastly superior to the 
miserable BlackBerry 
Torch that arrived 
around the same time. 

It had a comfortable 
keyboard and a 
pretty operating 
system that didn't 
mean you had 
to do a battery 
pull every 
five minutes. 
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two years to fix things, BlackBerry 10 is still 
mediocre. The launcher, a collection of most 
recently used apps, does not make a great 
deal of sense: just because you used BBM 
last, it does not follow that it will also be the 
next app you open. 

APRS 

There's a perfectly adequate Siri-esque voice- 
control service on board, activated by a key 
next to the space bar. But it's not as powerful 
or as convenient as Google Now on more 
modern handsets, which is always listening 
out for your command. And yes, it's true that 
BlackBerry has gone some way to solving the 
app gap by allowing you to install Android 
apps from the Amazon Appstore. But this is 
an ugly, brute-force solution, and performance 
is inevitably slow. 

The problems aren't so obvious in less 
taxing apps - shopping or music streaming 
services, for instance, work okay. But more 
demanding games? Load times shoot up, and 
titles can chug along on unplayable frame- 
rates. It doesn't help that the Blackberry's 
display is just not meant for certain apps: 
games and videos are letterboxed or crushed 
- or simply unavailable. You can get Spotify 
up and running on the BlackBerry Classic, for 
instance, but not Netflix. 

Perhaps more disappointing, the BlackBerry 
Classic's battery life is hardly classic. One of 
the Blackberry's key selling points a few years 
ago was its excellent stamina, with standby 
times measured in days rather than hours. 

The Classic behaves very much in line with 
today's iPhones and Android handsets (save 
for phablets armed with massive batteries, 
and the astounding Sony Xperia Z3 Compact), 
with typical usage requiring charging every 
night. You can get a day and a half out of it, 
but its seemingly sudden dips will take you 
by surprise - until you consider that a phone 
that runs Android apps uses power like an 
Android phone, too. It's also not replaceable - 
an unusual decision for BlackBerry, especially 
when the phone is so thick. 





Daylight highlight - The 8MP camera is fine 
for taking shots during the day, if not night 



Set to snap - Among the camera settings is 
a HDR mode for more detoiied images 



Amazon Appstore - BB iets you get Googie 
Pioy's apps through Amazon's bock door 



Square screen - The aspect ratio might not 
appeoi but it suits browsing web pages 


CAMERA 

We've better things to report on the camera 
front. Almost always an afterthought on 
all previous BlackBerry handsets, the 
8-megapixel sensor here is perfectly 
respectable for a phone in the mid-range 
price band. It'll let you down as soon as the 
sun sets, but in daylight, images are crisp and 
we're quite taken by the TTDR mode, which 
captures a bit more contrast. It's just a shame 
Instagram is such a pain to install. 


CONCLUSION 

It's these caveats, these many, many caveats, 
that make the BlackBerry Classic difficult 
to recommend. 

The company's shortcut to app support is 
messy, and by going back to what worked 
before, it's brought back all the old issues, 
from a square screen to the chunky build 
and space-hogging QWERTY keyboard. 
BlackBerry Antiquity might have been a 
better name for it. 


verdict 

BlackBerry diehards will love the modern touchscreen 
and keyboard - and even some actual apps, just like a 
proper smartphone. There are certainly worse handsets 
you could be issued at work. But there’s nothing here to 
tempt an iPhone, Android or Windows user. For almost 
everyone other than BlackBerry fans, this phone is just a 
reminder of how far we’ve moved on in recent years. 


+ QWERTY keyboard is excellent 
+ We stiH love BlackBeny's unified inbox 
+ Not too expensive for a flagship 

- Still a BlackBerry 

— Dire Android app performance 
" Square screen 


OVERALL ★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE USABILITY 

★★★★★ ★★★ ★ 

DESIGN FEATURES 

★★★★★ ★★★ '★ 


www.whatnnobile.net 35 





REVIEW 


Asus ZenWatch 

A classy, intelligent timepiece - if you can overcome Android Wear’s persistent niggles 

Price: £204 Reviewer: Philip Brown 



SPEC SHEET 

OS Android Wear 

Processor Snapdragon 400 1 .2GHz 

Screen 1 .63 inches 

Resolution 320 x 320 pixels 

Memory 51 2 MB RAM 

Storage 4GB 

MicroSD compatible? No 
Camera N/A 
Video N/A 

Connectivity Bluetooth 4.0 
Dimensions 51 x 39.9 x 9.4mm 

Weight 75g 
Battery 369mAh 


The Android Wear 
software runs quickiy 


Comfortabie and 
not too hefty 


Standard strap size 
for easy changing 


A ndroid Wear, Google’s operating 

system for wearables, has only been 
out for a few months, but a glut of 
devices are already running it from the likes 
of Samsung, LG, Motorola and now Asus. 

The cynic might say they're all rushing to make 
a few bucks before Apple's much-hyped Watch 
arrives in the spring But if you're committed to 
Android, there's plenty to like about the ZenWatch. 

DESIGN 

For a start, it sports a much more mature design 
than the G-Shock-esque LG G Watch R, and it 
doesn't give off the prototype vibes of the Motorola 
Moto 360, its two similarly priced Android Wear 
rivals. With its square face, steel frame and light 
brown leather strap (replaceable with any other 
22mm strap of your choosing), it's attractive rather 
than beautiful, but that might be all you need. 


The gold charger connections and power button 
are quietly hidden around the back. It's a watch 
to match your suit, and people won't notice it's a 
smartwatch, at least until you start talking to it. 
And perhaps more importantly, you won't either, 
as it's very comfortable to wear, and not nearly as 
chunky as some other smartwatches we've tested. 

There's a trade-off, of course. That steel frame 
contains a small, square display that's rather low 
resolution, and left us hankering for the more 
attractive round screens of the G Watch R and 360. 

PERFORMANCE AND SOFTWARE 

In almost every other way, it's a homogenous 
Android Wear watch, with a processor that's fast 
enough to never cause any slowdown, no matter 
how many information cards you swipe away, and 
a battery sadly small enough to last only a day and 
a half - and that's If you're careful. You'll also need 


an Android phone mnning 4.3 Jelly Bean or newer; 
if you've got an iPhone, you'll have to wait or make 
do with the multi-talented but black and white 
Pebble smartwatch. 

Asus has provided one small addition, its 
ZenWatch Manager app, which lets you set the 
watch face and handily let the device act as a 
password for your phone, so that as long as you're 
within Bluetooth range, it won't ask for a PIN code 
or password. 

Other than that. Android Wear exhibits the 
same pros and cons as any other device. Its voice 
recognition is surprisingly accurate, even outdoors, 
and it's easy to send short repHes to emails without 
pulling your phone out of your pocket - you can tap 
a canned reply or dictate your own. 

There are some other genuinely useful 
options: track controls for your music, for 
instance, as well as walking directions with 
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handy alerts every time you need to make a 
turn. And you'll be ever so pleased the first 
time your watch quietly vibrates on your wrist, 
letting you know your phone is ringing even 
when it's in silent mode; you swipe to answer it, 
pull your phone out and just start talking. 

App support is surprisingly comprehensive as 
wen. You'll find you automatically get Facebook 
and Twitter alerts alongside texts and emails - 
some of which you can read in M - and you 
can even reply to WhatsApp messages using 
voice dictation. 

But the same old problems rear their head too. 
You're very reliant on what Google elects to 
show you. You can't really summon notifications 
again once you've swiped them away, and 
it'll chuck others at you that you don't need 
relentlessly. For some inexplicable reason, 
Google can create safe, self-driving cars, but 


can't figure out that you probably don't need 
public transport directions to your office on a 
Saturday afternoon. 

FITNESS 

Our biggest bugbear is on the sports side of 
things. One of the major issues we've had with 
the first batch of Android Wear devices is that 
they're essentially useless as fitness devices, 
since they need to be paired with your phone 
via Bluetooth to do anything beyond estimating 
your steps (and not particularly accurately), at 
which point you might as well just take your 
phone out with you on a run instead. 

Google has gone some way to mitigating this 
with software updates that support GPS built into 
Android Wear watches themselves, and support for 
direct Bluetooth connections to your headphones, 
so you can store those NPR podcasts directly on 


the watch and stream them without the need for 
your phone or iPod. 

AH of this is well and good, except that the 
ZenWatch doesn't take advantage of aU of this, 
lacking as it does built-in GPS. It does at least 
have a heart-rate monitor, but you'U have to press 
the front of the watch to log it, so it's no good for 
monitoring at speed. You can at least Hsten to 
music on your watch offline if you have a pair of 
wireless headphones, but as a fitness device, the 
GPS-equipped Sony SmartWatch 3 is far superior. 

CONCLUSION 

Of course, with its leather strap, you could argue 
that the ZenWatch was never meant to be used 
as a fitness device, and if you're okay with that, it 
just might be the smartwatch for you. But there 
are still a few too many caveats to make a ringing 
endorsement for everyone to buy it. 


VERDICT 


The Asus ZenWatch is handsome enough, but it fails 
to stand out from the crowd of Android Wear devices. 
Google’s wearable operating system still feels like a 
solution in search of a problem: too many alerts just direct 
you to puU out your phone, so really, why bother? Unless 
you have a specific use in mind for its features, you might 
hold out for the second generation or the Apple Watch. 


+ Sophisticated leather strap 
+ Excellent voice recognition 
+ Well priced 

— Android Wear still feels unfinished 

- Poor battery life 

" Still pointless as a fitness device 


OVERALL ★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE USABILITY 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 

DESIGN FEATURES 

★★★★★ ★★★ '★ 
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Acer Liquid Jade 

The Liquid Jade is Acer’s best handset yet. Unfortunately, that isn’t saying much 

Price: £199 Reviewer: Callum Tennent 



A cer isn’t a company you’d 

immediately associate with a 
quality smartphone experience. 
Unlike many of the Asian brands we’ve been 
seeing more of in recent months, Acer has 
had a presence in the UK for some time now. 
The only problem is that its devices have all 
been pretty rubbish, frankly. 

What does it take for a smartphone from a smaller 
brand to compete with the likes of the big dogs, 
though? One look at this latest offering the Liquid 
Jade, and everything you might think is required is 
included: slim build. Coming Gorilla Glass display, 
nearly 300 pixels per inch, a quad-core processor, 
ample RAM, a powerful camera - the list could 
go on. 

So why is it that the Liquid Jade simply can't 
match the experience of even the lowest-priced 
handsets from the likes of Motorola and Samsung? 

DESIGN 

All the components (quite literally) are there. 

But when using the Liquid Jade, it's hard to 
shake the feeling that you're using an inherently 
inferior device. 

The problems start as soon as you pick up the 
device for the first time. It's pleasantly slim and 
incredibly light, that's for sure, though the build 
is distinctly plasticky. But not the sort of high- 
quality plastic build you'd get from Samsung's 
Galaxy range. Rapping on the rear of the phone's 
casing responds with a holiow resonance. You 
can even warp the plastic if you apply a little 
pressure. Bear in mind, this phone doesn't offer 
a removable battery so there isn't the excuse of 
interchangeability to explain the poor build quality 
The SIM tray located on the side of the device 
also comes away from its body far too easily It 


actualiy supports two SIMs at the same time, which 
is clever design, but after opening and shutting 
the tray a few times, we'd wony just how easily it 
could come out. 

The glossy, rounded back and edges of the Liquid 


Jade make the device a little difficult to use one- 
handed if you want to press any of the buttons. The 
lock button on top and the volume rocker on the 
side don't protmde an awful lot, so trying to use 
them one-handed makes for a slippery situation. 


SPEC SHEET 


AT A GLANCE 


OS Android 4.4 KitKot 
Processor 1 .3GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 720 x L280 pixeis 

Memory 1 GB RAM 
StoroQe 8GB/16GB 
MicroSD compatible? No 


Rear camera 13MP 

Front camera 2MP 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 3G 

Dimensions 140.5 x 69 x 7.5mm 

Weight 1 1 Og 

Battery 2,100mAh 


Speed Camera Battery 
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Ready for the close-up? - The Liquid Jade's camera performs rather weii - untii you taTe 
a photo using fuii zoom, at which point the drop in quoiity becomes very noticeobie 


It's a shame, because the device doesn't look 
tenlble. Yes, it falls pretty nicely into the dreaded 
‘black slab' archetype, but its contours are easy on 
the eye and its centred, protmding rear camera sets 
it apart. 

In fact, it doesn't even have to be black - you can 
also get it in white or a pale bluish-green. 

CAMERA 

One definite upside to the Liquid Jade, though, is 
the reason behind that protmding camera. In a 
surprisingly strong move for a low-end handset, 
it comes equipped with a 13-megapixel rear lens. 
That's a lot of megapixels - even more than the 
latest iPhone. It's capable of producing some very 
crisp images and handles macros especially well. 

Megapixels can only get you so far, though. 
There's a reason the iPhone's camera is so 
consistently excellent despite a low megapixel 
count: software. Hardware is only half the battle 
(this is a recuning theme when reviewing this 
device). The Liquid Jade's camera offers up to 
four-times zoom, but you'd never have any reason 
to want to take a photo at that stage - images 
become hideously bluned and pixelated. 

It's also slow to take a picture and even slower in 
adjusting to different lighting. 

Fortunately, this powerful, if flawed, camera is 
backed up by Android's superb image editing 
suite. It's really fantastic what you can do with your 
photos now, and even better that the app comes as 
standard with Android 4.4 KitKat. 

SOFTWARE 

KitKat is another undisputed upside to the Liquid 
Jade. It comes running it out of the box. While this 
is no longer the most recent version of Android, 
it's still only on roughly 40% of devices out there 
right now, so it's something of a novelty on a lower- 
end device. 

It's unfortunate that the inclusion of KitKat hasn't 
really helped the device in day-to-day performance, 
though. The Liquid Jade feels laggy, juddery and 
unresponsive in general web browsing, despite 
having a 1.3GHz processor that should make it 
theoretically more powerful than the Motorola 
Moto G. 


The disparity between the two in regular use is 
Hke night and day, so the difference must be down 
to how the hardware has been optimised by the 
two manufacturers. 

It surely doesn't help that the handset is 
positively packed with bloatware. Considering 
most Android users are pretty much fully 
subscribed to Google's ecosystem, it seems mad to 
include so much Acer-branded junk. 

There's an Acer app for documents, files, music, 
photos, videos, navigation and notes - all of which 
require you to set up and log into an Acer account. 

Acer EXTEND is one of the few useful apps on 
offer, allowing you to remotely view and control 
your handset on a second screen. 

The System Doctor app is good, too. With one 
touch it optimises memory usage to make your 
phone quicker to use - something that you'll be 
needing to do a lot, as we've already established. 

It also provides a simple way to manage your 
device's storage and apps. 

Another excellent piece of software implemented 
by Acer is one that might go unnoticed. The Liquid 
Jade features a rather clever battery optimisation 
tool that is very effective when the phone is not 
in use. You don't need to touch anything or tinker 
with the settings, it simply does its thing for you. 
This results in about 1% drain for every hour 
of inactivity. 

Considering the rather limited 2,100mAh battery, 
this is a big deal, as that battery capacity is average 
at best. Every little helps. 


PERFORMANCE 

Surprisingly, the Liquid Jade handles gaming 
rather well. 

Games of all graphical levels mn remarkably 
smoothly, in stark contrast to the performance of 
the phone in other departments. They don't look 
half bad either, the 720p display producing much 
sharper images than we've seen from panels of the 
same resolution. 

The same can be said for watching videos - 
anyone who falls outside the category of 'techie' 
should be more than satisfied with the quality. 

The screen isn't just good to look at, but actually 
feels quite nice to the touch, too. It uses a zero air 
gap design similar to that found on the iPhone 6 to 
provide a smooth feel. 

Unfortunately, using it isn't always as pleasing, 
with the phone randomly registering phantom 
swipes, and requiring an unnatural amount of force 
to register taps at times. One step forward, two 
steps back yet again. 

CONCLUSION 

That last sentence sums up the Acer Liquid Jade. 
It's the company's best effort yet, but despite 
offering equal or even better specs on paper, it just 
cannot compete with the Ekes of the evergreen 
Motorola Moto G. Sure, you could buy it, and you 
might be satisfied with it, but there's no reason to 
do so when similarly priced alternatives are better. 
Now that the big boys have muscled in on the low- 
end scene, Acer needs to rethink its strategy. 


VERDICT 


A decent handset from a smaller brand, the Liquid Jade 
has all the components in place to be a much better 
handset than it actually is. What holds it back is Acer’s 
lack of polish when compared to bigger brands like 
Motorola. The end result is a handset that you could 
settle for, but probably shouldn’t. 


+ Slim, light body 
+ Good camera for the price 
+ Passable all-round specs 

- Build feels cheap 

" Sluggish in everyday use 

— So much bloatware 


OVERALL ★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE USABILITY 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 

DESIGN FEATURES 

★★★★★ ★★★ '★ 


www.whatnnobile.net 39 


REVIEW 


Acer Iconia Tab 8 

Acer’s latest affordable tablet makes for a rather pleasing experience, albeit a forgettable one 

Price: £140 Reviewer: Callum Tennent 



SPEC SHEET 


AT A GLANCE 


OS Android 4.4 KitKot 
Processor 1 .3GHz quad-core 
Screen 8 inches 
Resolution L280 x 800 pixeis 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 16GB/32GB 

Micro SD compatible? Yes, up to 32GB 


Rear camera 5MP 

Front camera 2MP 

Video 720p 

Connectivity Wi-fi oniy 

Dimensions 21 5 x 1 30 x 8.5mm 

Weight 360g 

Battery 4,600mAh 


Speed 



A 


Camera 



Battery 
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T he tablet market has plateaued. 
Analysts may be running around 
proclaiming Apple’s downfall and 
the death of the iPad, but the simple fact of 
the matter is that just about everyone who 
wants a tablet owns one by now. 

It's only natural that sales would slow. Tablets 
aren't like our smartphones: we don't upgrade 
them every 18 or 24 months like we do our 
phones, so when you buy one, you'd better be 
sure you've made a good choice. 

Therein lies the problem for Acer. While the 
cheaper end of the tablet market is certainly a 
popular one, it feels like Acer is a brand that has 
missed the boat. Saying that, the company's latest 
tablet, the Iconia Tab 8, has surprised us with just 
how good it is. It's not outstanding by any means, 
but for the price, it represents a great bargain. 
Now, is there anyone left to buy it? 

DESIGN 

It won't wow you with its looks, but the Iconia 
Tab 8 features a reassuringly sturdy build, with 
a silver metal rear sitting on the reverse of its 
plain, white front bezel. It really couldn't be any 
more plain looking, but that's not necessarily a 
bad thing. The large bezel isn't something we 
necessarily mind on this tablet. If a smartphone 
had such a bezel-to-device ratio, we would rightly 
pan it. But with a tablet, it makes holding it during 
use much more enjoyable. 

The unassuming design is understandable 
given the device's price tag. For just £140 
(or £170 for the Full HD version), the Iconia Tab 8 
represents excellent value for money. 


SCREEN 

We were sent a model in the Full HD packaging, 
but a quick rummage around the device's menus 
revealed that we were actually using the version 
with the 1,280 x 8(X)-pixel display Credit to Acer 
again, though, as the screen never disappointed 
for sharpness. It's fair to presume that the Full HD 
version would look even better. Brightness could 
be improved, and there's no sensor for dynamic 
backlighting, but you should be fine in all but the 
most illuminated environments. 


"Perhaps it was simply the element of 
surprise, but the Iconia Tab 8 really seems 
to perform above its specifications" 


PERFORMANCE 

It runs much more smoothly than expected, 
too. While it's powered by 1GB of RAM and a 
relatively standard 1.3GHz quad-core processor 
(albeit one made by Intel rather than the more 
conventional Qualcomm equivalent), we never 
encountered any slowdown or delay when 
loading apps. Day-to-day web browsing, which 
is probably what you'll be spending most of your 
time doing on a basic tablet, is a real pleasure. 

Perhaps it was simply the element of surprise, 
but the Iconia Tab 8 really seems to perform above 
its specifications. Even more demanding games 
such as Demon Hunter 4 ran perfectly smoothly. 

The Fun HD version boasts added power, with 
a 1.8GHz chip and 2GB of RAM. This should be 
ample if it performs to the same efficiency as the 
weaker version reviewed here. 

STORAGE 

You can pick between 16GB or 32GB of storage, 
with an extra 32GB available via a microSD card 
slot on the side of the tablet. The extra storage 
option is fortunate, as lack of space and too much 
bloatware are the Iconia Tab 8's main flaws. 

On our 16GB device, we found that there was 
only 11GB available for us to use. And this is 
fresh out of the box, before we'd had a chance to 
optimise the storage and remove any bloatware. 
And there's a lot of it. More than 20 apps have 
been pre-installed by Acer, and that's not even 
counting the usual Google suite of apps on 
Android including Maps, Chrome and Mail. 

SOFTWARE AND APPS 

It's sweet of Acer to keep trying, but we're quite 
certain that no one is using Acer's app ecosystem. 
It contains generic apps for things kke viewing 
photos, watching videos and managing files - for 
which you have to create a special Acer account. 


Even worse, some of these apps are rather tricky 
to remove from your device without some serious 
technical wizardry. 

At least the rest of the device's software is 
relatively untampered with, as it runs Android 
virtually as Google intended it. The version it 
uses - 4.4 KitKat - is still a novelty in such cheap 
devices, too, so it's nice to have a more recent 
version of Google's operating system (albeit not 
the latest). That means you get KitKat 's excellent 
image editing software included, although you 
probably won't be using it much because of the 
underwhelming onboard cameras. 

CAMERAS 

The Iconia Tab 8's rear-facing camera is 
5 megapixels, while the front-facing snapper is 
2 megapixels. They both perform horribly, but if 
you're the sort of person who decides to whip 
out an unwieldy tablet at a pubHc event to take a 
snap, it's no less than you deserve. 

BAHERY 

Our final gripe is battery Ffe. After charging the 
tablet from zero to 100% for what felt like an 
eternity - roughly four hours - we were hoping 
to get a fair amount of life out of it. We didn't. It 
managed just over five hours under heavy usage, 
which is pretty poor. If you plan on being kept 
occupied for the duration of a long-haul flight or 
frequently using the tablet during a full working 
day, then you will probably be caught short. 

CONCLUSION 

If you can overlook these negatives, you'll be 
contented by this very capable tablet. And, given 
the price, you certainly should be able to look past 
its drawbacks. This is a device that costs less than 
£150, after all. Eor Acer's sake, we hope there's still 
someone left out there without a tablet. 


VERDICT 


Acer has managed to do what every manufacturer of 
cheaper devices should aspire to do: it has created 
a tablet that is priced extremely competitively, but 
which performs to a standard much higher than 
you’d expect for its cost. A few compromises have 
been made along the way, but this is still a budget 
slab that’s well worth considering. 


+ Runs smoothly 
+ Sturdy build 
+ Good-looking display 

— Rammed with bloatware 

- Poor battery life 
“ Useless cameras 


OVERALL ^ 

PERFORMANCE USABILITY 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 

DESIGN FEATURES 

★★★★★ ★★★ ★ 
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REVIEW 


Amplicomms M9000 

A smartphone for people with impaired hearing is a good idea, but not when it has a poor 
screen and virtually unusable keyboard 

Price: £125 Reviewer: Ian White 



A mplicomms is a German 

manufacturer that specialises 
in fixed and mobile phones for 
deaf and hearing-impaired people. So its 
devices are equipped with high-volume 
ringers and speakers, and are compatible 
with hearing aids. 

Amplicomms aims its specialised phones 
at the ‘senior’ market - largely people not 
used to the latest technology and who may 
have impaired vision, as well as partial or 
total hearing loss. This means big dial pads, 
simplified command processes and dedicated 
SOS buttons that can dial pre-programmed 
emergency numbers and send pre-written 
“help me” text messages. 

You might wonder if this type of person 
has any use for a modern smartphone which, 
in essence, is more a handheld internet- 
connected computer than a telephone. 

It's fairly obvious from the poor specification 
of the PowerTel M9000 that Amplicomms is 
not quite sure if elderly people with a hearing 
problem have any use for a smartphone. The 
M9000 is too complicated for its target market 
and too low-tech for anyone with even a 
passing interest using a smartphone. 

SOFTWARE AND FEATURES 

The M9000 runs Android 4.2, first released 
nearly three years ago. Amplicomms has 
covered this up with its own simplified 
interface. This uses big coloured touch tiles 
to appeal to those who would be out of their 
depth with a full-blown Android device. You 
can switch the phone back to the Android OS, 
but we can't think of anyone for whom the 


SPEC SHEET 


AT A GLANCE 


OS Android 4.2 
Processor 1 .2GHz dual-core 

Memory 4GB RAM 
Storage 256MB 
MicroSD compatible? Yes 
Rear camera 5MP 


Front camera 300K 
Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 126x66.3x1 1 .9mm 
Weight 1 26g 
Battery l,600mAh 


Speed Camera Battery 
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REVIEW 


M9000 would be of minimal interest ever 
doing so. 

The rest of the specification is equally 
unimpressive and years behind what you 
would expect of a modern smartphone. For 
example, the M9000 comes with just 4GB of 
RAM, which was standard about seven years 
ago. Granted, the device can be expanded 
to 32GB with a microSD card. But do elderly 
technophobes even know what a microSD card 
is, let alone how to install one in the slot under 
the plastic cover? 

Once you've got past the circa-2007 
specification, you'll find it hard to actually 
use the phone for any serious texting or text 
entry. The virtual QWERTY keyboard is too 
small for anyone with normal-sized fingers, 
let alone age-induced lack of dexterity. We 
found it nigh on impossible to type anything 
with acceptable accuracy. Even those of us 
with small fingers had difficulty producing 
error- free text. 

Anyone with poor vision or stiff finger 
joints will find this phone impossible to type 
on accurately. 

The reasonably good news is that the volume 
levels are loud. 

The ringer can be turned up to 90dB and the 
phone comes with the highest hearing aid 
compatibility rating of T4/M4 (the 'T' stands 
for Telecoil and the 'M' for microphone). In real 
life, it means that anyone wearing a hearing 
aid shouldn't hear any buzzing, humming, or 
whining noise picked up by the hearing aid 
from the M9000's electronics. 

DESIGN 

Don't expect the M9000 to attract many 
envious glances. Shiny black plastic and 
a flimsy plastic back cover indicates that 
Amplicomms design team was on holiday 
when production of the M9000 was signed off. 
It feels cheap and nasty, and it is. Expect it to 
be covered with scratches within a fortnight of 
normal use. 

Guriously, the M9000 comes with two SIM 
card slots to allow the insertion of two SIM 



Simple - Amplicomms has bolted on this 
easy interface on top of the Android OS 


cards. Presumably, Amplicomms thinks this 
is going to be a must-'ave feature for elderly 
people who need to have two mobile phone 
numbers. If there are, we've never met them. 
In theory, the dual-SIM capability means you 
can fit a local SIM when abroad to avoid high 
roaming charges. In real life, we can't think 
of anyone who would find having a dual-SIM 
capability of any relevance or use at all. 

A big red SOS button on the back indicates 
that the M9000 is meant for people who are 
unable to use modern mobile phones. 

Once the phone has been programmed 
accordingly, the SOS button will call and 
text up to three phone numbers with a pre- 
recorded message. 

CONCLUSION 

As we all know, a smartphone is actually an 
internet computer. It requires an internet 
account and a data plan to be able to access 
apps, send and receive emails and use a 
browser. Do elderly people suffering from 
poor hearing really want to use Eacebook and 



Squashed - A tiny virtual keyboard mokes 
typing a chore and accuracy very difficult 


Twitter? Even if they did, the 4-inch screen 
of the M9000 has such poor resolution it is 
unlikely they'd be able to see anything clearly 
on it, even if they did want to use it for internet 
access. As for typing and sending emails, 
we've already established that the QWERTY 
keyboard is so squashed that you would have 
to have tiny, supple fingers to be able to type 
with any acceptable accuracy. 

The M9000 is probably one of the most 
pointless smartphones we've ever reviewed, 
when you consider Microsoft has just launched 
a 4G smartphone with a 5-inch display, 
8-megapixel camera, a 1.2GHz processor and 
2,500mAh battery for the same price. A deaf 
person might not hear it ringing, but they'd get 
a lot more use out of it as a smartphone. 

The M9000's specs would be humdrum 
in 2008. And even they have not been done 
particularly well. The low-res screen and 
squashed virtual keyboard makes it all but 
useless for anything you'd want to use a 
smartphone for such as internet browsing, 
social media, email or online shopping. 


VERDICT 


The M9000 is too difficult for an elderly person to use 
and is of no interest to anyone who understands what 
a modern smartphone should deliver. If you have an 
elderly relative with impaired hearing, get them a normal 
Amplicomms, SOS-buttoned, hearing-aid compatible 
feature phone. Don’t waste your money on the M9000. It 
would be expensive at half the price. 


+ Hearing aid compatibility 
+ Loud volume 
+ Loud ringer 

- Obsolete specifications 

— Terrible keyboard 

“ Awful screen resolution 


OVERALL ★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE USABILITY 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 

DESIGN FEATURES 

★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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FEATURE 




Launchers 


If you’re tired of having the same old home screen and interface as everyone 
else, Callum Tennent rounds up six apps to give your Android phone a facelift 


W e talk about the extensive customisation 
options of Android a lot, and with 
good reason. It’s a massive part of the 
operating system’s appeal, and one of the few 
factors that really differentiates it from Apple’s 
rival iOS. 

But if you really want to customise your Android 
experience, you simply aren't doing it right without a 
custom launcher. Launchers change just about everything 


about the Android home screen. They revamp the theme, 
the animations, the icons, the layout, the shortcuts... we 
could go on. 

If you fancy a radical new look, then take a peek at some 
of our favourite launchers and try one for yourself. They're 
installed just like regular apps and don't require any sort 
of rooting or technical wizardry. 

You can also uninstall them just as easily and revert to 
your previous set-up, should you change your mind. 
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FEATURE 



launcher 


yi^ext launcher 


Buzz Launcher 
separates itself from 
the competition by 
offering an enormous 
number of custom 
themes, most of 
them made by users 
themselves. And when 
we say enormous, 
we mean enormous: 
there's currently more 
than 500,000 available 
for you to download, all 
for free. 

The aesthetics are really the main appeal, although functional features 
such as added gesture shortcuts and transition effects are also included. 


If you really want 
your phone's visuals 
to take on a whole 
new dimension. Next 
Launcher is a great 
option, thanks to its 
unique 3D set-up. 

Your home screen is 
turned into a futuristic 
scene taken straight 
out of Tron. The icons 
are realised in 3D 
and are backed up 
by some impressive 
animations, while everything is illuminated in shades of neon. It's a 
real battery drain, but it makes for one hell of a show. 




^tookia Z Launcher ^Vahoo Aviate 


While the Lumia smartphone range might not 
have reached the lofty heights of Nokia's ranges 
of old, under the Finnish company's control, its 
software is now better than ever. 

Created to accompany its upcoming N1 
Android tablet, the Nokia Z Launcher is a great 
way to completely overhaul the look of your 
device. Its most distinguishing feature is how 
you can draw a letter on your home screen to 
immediately bring up apps that begin with 
the same letter. This massively streamlines 
navigation on your device. Z Launcher also 
boasts habitual learning, increasing in efficiency 
and accuracy the more often you use it. 



Yahoo's been on a roll with apps of late, and 
Aviate epitomises the company's dynamic and 
interesting new direction. It's a launcher based 
on the concept of streamlining. Everything is 
organised to be no more than a tap away when 
you need it most. 

Apps organise themselves depending on 
the time of day, analysing when you use them 
most. When you plug in your headphones, it 
brings your music apps to the fore. If you're on 
the go, travel apps pop up. It's also bright and 
colourful, while staying minimalistic. It's the 
perfect launcher for those who want everything 
organised, but don't want to do it themselves. 



V^ova Launcher ^^oogle Now 


Nova is the first Android launcher to gain 
any sort of mainstream traction. As such, you 
know it's a name you can trust and a program 
that runs extremely well, thanks to years of 
tinkering and tweaking. 

It's almost the complete opposite of Google's 
launcher, instead offering you staggeringly in- 
depth levels of customisation, but presented in 
a manner that is never overwhelming. 

There's also a paid version (Nova Launcher 
Prime, £2.99), which offers even more options, if 
you decide that you want to dive in deeper. 


5:05 

^' o '# « O 


If you're a fan of Google's stock Android 
but own a handset whose manufacturer has 
decided to do things its own way, Google 
Now Launcher is well worth a look. It strips 
things right back and places the Google 
ecosystem front and centre. 

Google Now Cards are placed a swipe 
away from your home screen and the search 
function is now entirely voice-activated 
(should you so wish, of course). It's available 
on all Android 4.X handsets (that's Ice Cream 
Sandwich and upwards). 
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APRS AND GAMES 


Scan-do apps 

A scannable document reader finally arrives on iOS, plus the best the rest in this month’s round-up 

Reviewer: Callum Tennent-forfull reviews, checkoutWhatMobile.net 


Evernote Scannable 


Free (iOS) 


Android users have had access to this type 
of app in abundance for a while, but now iOS 
owners finally have a document scanner from a 
reputable name. Evernote Scannable is capable 
of everything you'd require of it - namely 
taking a photograph of a physical document 
and converting it into a digital document. It's 
also capable of extracting contact information 
from business cards, as well as linking directly 
to any listed Linkedin pages. 




WhoScored 


Glass Planner Saved 


Free (IOS) 


£2.29 (IOS) 


£3.99 (IOS) 


One of the most respected footballing sites 
on the web, WhoScored has just launched 
its first official app. Within it, you can find 
all of the in-depth player analytics present 
on the main site. 

There's also live scores, with on-the-fly 
analysis and goal alerts in a fully-featured 
match centre. This is truly the statto 
anorak's bible. 


Glass Planner is another smart, interactive calendar/ 
planner that shows just how underpowered Apple's 
default option truly is. It's split into three sections: 
Plan, Act and Done, meaning that everything you 
need is always clearly organised and never more 
than a tap away. You can add tags to content for 
searching and sorting, and of course, it all looks 
excellent too - very much in keeping with the 
aesthetic of iOS 8. 


Saved is the perfect mobile budgeting app. It 
looks great, offers a thorough breakdown of 
everything you tell it and is fully customisable. 
You can see how much you're spending each 
week or month - and where it's all going. Plus 
you can categorise your expenditure, view 
graphical breakdowns and back up historical data 
to iCloud. The only downside here is, ironically, 
just how much this budgeting app costs. 


< Man City 4 ; 1 Tottenham 

ieam Sts 


WhoT:: 3d Rating 

7.5 WhoScored Rating 6.63 

20 Total Shots 19 

12 Shots On Target 7 


O " ' Simple Glass 

7 0 9 10 

14 16 1/ 

Monday U November. 2012 

J ill A ll en' s Bi rthd a y 



< 


January 2015 > 



a 


Jan 18- Jan 24 


$958 


46 www.whatnnobile.net 




APRS AND GAMES 


InboxMind 

Free (iOS) 

Designed to be an email app for the busy 
professional, InboxMind offers a lot of intriguing 
features to make your inbox as time-efficient as 
possible. The app organises your inbox by priority, 
assigning each of your emails a rating Not only 
that, but it continues to learn from your behaviour 
which messages are more or less important. Emails 
can be read aloud to you if you're on the go, and you 
can create keywords to streamline proceedings. 

^ InboxMind (4) "" 

VH Jack Thomas 

RFP response due tomorrow 

VH Tanya Agapova 6:iopm 

U Term Sheet Update 

Hi John, please review the updated 
term 5heet and respond vith youF co... 

H Matt Cook 6 53 PM 

(draft) Product Roadmap 2015 


Music Maker Jam 

Free (Android, iOS) 

It doesn't matter how tone-deaf, cack-handed 
or talentless you are, everybody loves playing 
around with beat makers. Music Maker Jam 
offers up a huge library of samples from 70 
genres, allowing you the use of eight available 
channels to create some remarkably deep 
music. You can use real-time DJ effects, 
while a shake of your device remixes the 
track instantly. 



Sunny 

Free (iOS) 

Sunny (M name ‘Sunny ~ Sleep Relax Meditate 
on the Beach with Calm Wave and Ocean Sounds', 
in case you were wondering) is an ambient noise 
generator. It outputs in stereoscopic 3D for a tmly 
ambient experience for headphone users, and you 
can mix the levels of the various effects for the 
mood that works best for you. Cleverly, it also syncs 
with the Apple Health app's heart-rate monitor, so 
you can track the effect the app has on you. 



Taptivate 

Free (Android) 


Photo Editor 

Free (Android) 


The Hunt 


Free (Android, iOS) 


Taptivate takes gesture control on your Android 
to a whole new level. The key gesture involved 
is tapping - not on your phone's display, but 
by instead tapping the whole device on your 
chest. You can program this to open apps, 
call contacts, enable or disable settings, and 
more. There's also in-depth voice commands 
for functions like instantly navigating to your 
favourite web pages. 


If ever there was an app that does what it says 
on the label, it's Photo Editor. With it, you can 
(deep breath) adjust colour, add effects, rotate, 
crop, resize, frame, clone, draw on your photos, 
adjust hue, saturation, contrast, brightness, 
gamma correction, auto contrast, auto tone, 
blur, sharpen, oil paint, sketch, black and white 
high contrast, sepia, and more. Needless to say, 
it's pretty comprehensive. 


It's something every fashionista can identify with: 
you're scrolling through your Instagram feed or 
checking out an article online and an outfit catches 
your eye. You're obsessed with it, you have to have 
it - but you have no idea what it is. The Hunt now 
gives you a way out. Post an image of an item of 
clothing, tag it, ten people whether you want the 
exact item or a similar one in a certain price range, 
and the community will do its best to find out. 


^ Taptivate 


Help Home Setup 


Setup For X Direction Shakes 



Press the Apps, Contacts, or Special 
button to determine what app, contact, 
or special feature you want to assign 
each X direction Shake as shown here 
Press the image to the left to watch 
demo video. 


1 Shake: 


Call:I^ 


1 ^- 


X 


2 Shakes: 




X 



Anything from this outfit! Need it 
for #coachella 


Go Find It 


Follow 
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APRS AND GAMES 


Throwing shapes 

A game based on shadow puppetry - yes, really - is April’s pick of the best downloadable titles 

Reviewer: Callum Tennent-forfull reviews, check outWhatMobile.net 


Shadowmatic 

£2.29 (iOS) 

The art of shadow puppetry is scarcely a new 
one, but it is a novel medium in mobile gaming. In 
Shadowmatic, you're tasked with rotating a strange, 
alien-looking object in-between a wall and a light 
source. The aim is to make a cogent shadow out of 
it, progressing through the game's 70 unique levels 
as you do so. It's a wonderful concept, and expertly 
executed as a mobile title. 



Gunbrick 

£2.29 (iOS), £1.99 (Android) 


Dragon Quest V 

£10.99 (Android, iOS) 


Space Marshals 

£2.29 (iOS) 


Playing something like a cunning, creative 
cross between box-pushing puzzler Sokoban 
and arcade shooter Metal Slug, Gunbrick 
has the potential to be 2015's most popular 
title. Your titular gunbrick has a cannon 
on one side and a shield on the other. You 
must traverse the platformed landscape 
using them to both kill and survive 
accordingly. 


It seems like every month we're greeted with a new 
Dragon Quest port from Square Enix, and as long as 
they're all the quality of Dragon Quest V, we won't 
complain. DQ Vis a terrific mobile iteration of an 
even better JRPG which, if you're a fan of the genre, 
is sure to please. If you've played it to death already 
or know for a fact that you hate Square Enix's 
patented brand of gameplay, then this might not be 
for you. But everyone else is in for a real treat. 



We're no strangers to tactical, top-down 
shooters. We've covered both XCOM 
and Shadowmn on these pages and 
loved every minute of them. That's why 
we can whole-heartedly recommend 
Space Marshals. It's a bit like if Metal 
Gear Solid were a light-hearted Spaghetti 
Western set in space, meaning you should 
probably play it. 
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APRS AND GAMES 


Destructamundo 

£1.49 (iOS) 

The aim of Destructamundo is to chain together 
nuclear explosions to obliterate entire galaxies in 
as few attempts as possible. It sounds dramatic, but 
it's surprisingly relaxing Its visuals are quirky and 
simple, while the soundtrack is a terrific mixture of 
Hotline Mami-style synth and deliciously cmnchy 
8-bit explosions. As levels progress, the means by 
which you can expunge your galaxy grow ever 
more complex, leading to satisfying catharsis. 



Rocket Cars 

Free (iOS) 

Have you ever thought about how strange it is that 
iOS doesn't have a definitive, must-have arcade 
kart racing game? Probably not, but then again, you 
don't spend as much time thinking about apps as 
we do. It is strange, but Rocket Cars could be the 
game to finally fill that niche. It's got it all: stunts, 
weapons and a multitude of vehicles and tracks. 
Race onUne, against friends or the CPU, whatever 
you prefer. Just make sure that you do race. 



Spirefall 

Free (iOS) 

Spirefall is an endless mnner. . . or perhaps it's 
better described as an endless rotator. You control 
a spherical Httle black cat making its way up 
an infinitely corkscrewing neon tower. Platforms 
and hazards appear in front of you at random 
from around the bend, giving you minimal time to 
react. It's good fun if you're a twitchy mnner-type 
addict looking for a great twist (sorry) on a 
classic formula. 



The Blocks Cometh 

£1.49 (iOS), £1.19 (Android) 


Bear Winter 

Free (Android, iOS) 


2-Bit Cowboy 

Free (Android, iOS, Windows Phone) 


The Blocks Cometh is a little bit like if you 
stuck Megaman inside a game of Tetris. 

Rather than control the falling blocks, you're 
tasked with traversing them. As they continue 
to endlessly stack, you must ascend - and 
avoid being crushed. You can wall-jump off 
of them and blow them up, too, which adds 
some depth to what's already an intense, 
frantic game. 



Bear Winter might well be the deepest 'match' 
game we've ever played. As a hunter stuck alone 
in the icy wilderness, you must rely on a simple 
three-by-three grid to survive. You have to juggle 
matching acorns for sustenance, fire for warmth, 
arrows for hunting, and bears to. . . not be horribly 
mauled to death. Each move advances the time by 
half an hour, with your simple, unending goal being 
to make it to the next day. 



For a medium that is totally in love with 
retro, the original GameBoy is an aesthetic 
style we've seen surprisingly little of. 
Fortunately, 2-Bit Cowboy knocks it straight out 
of the park. The charming emerald visuals belie 
the game's fantastically authentic old-school 
platformer gameplay. Collect coins, fire your 
six-shooter, ride a horse a la Mario and Yoshi - 
it's really got it all. 
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MOBILE GAMING 



1 0 of the best: a 
decade of PSP 


Callum Tennent celebrates one of the greatest handheld gaming devices of all time 


It's hard to believe that it's been 10 years since the PlayStation Portable 
first hit the shelves in Japan. 

If you're anything like us, you can probably still remember your sheer 
excitement for the device. 

Ten years ago was a time when GameBoys were still a thing, and the 
Nintendo DS had yet to dominate the market. The PSP just seemed so 
futuristic, so impossible. It had all the power of a PS2 in the palm of your 
hand. Incredible! 

Of course, now, nearly a decade later, the old girl has slowed down a 
touch, and it probably won't be long until it's put out to pasture. You 
may have the shiny PS Vita now but, as fantastic as it is, the wide-eyed 
wow factor isn't quite as strong as with its predecessor. 

It seems a shame, those 10 years flew by so quickly that in hindsight 
it's easy to feel like you perhaps didn't make the most of your time with 
the PSP. If that's the case, then you need to turn that frown upside down, 
because we're about to reignite your love affair with your old handheld. 
This goes for you too, PS Vita owners; while there's a whole host of great 
titles available, sometimes there's an itch that you just can't scratch. 

This is where PSone Classics comes into play. 

Through your PSP and PS Vita, you can access the PlayStation Store. 


Sony's online shopping/download service allows you to access a huge 
number of classic PlayStation titles, right there on your handheld. 

So before you consider loading your shotgun, taking your old PSP 
‘round back and doing the right thing, take a look at these vintage titles 
you could still be enjoying. 
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MOBILE GAMING 



Crash Bandicoot 

£3.19 (£2.87 for PlayStation Plus members) 


When we said there were classics, we meant classics. Anyone who had 
even a passing interest in gaming between 1996 and 2001 is surely familiar 
with the orange-haired, betrousered marsupial, and with good reason. The 
Crash Bandicoot series is quite possibly the most important platform game 
produced since Super Mario Bros. 

Perhaps you were too young to experience the original at the time, or 
maybe you were one of the 17 people in the Western world who didn't own a 
PlayStation. Whatever your no doubt flimsy, ill-conceived excuse, it has now 


been dismantled as you can pick it up on your portable. 

To wonder if the gameplay has aged would be like wondering if the Mona 
Lisa is still an attractive painting. The platforming formula is timelessly 
executed, and its sense of humour is still as endearing and important as it 
was upon release. You jump on boxes, collect apples, ride warthogs and die... 
a lot. For those who harp on about how modern games are too easy, this will 
no doubt be a refreshing experience. Or infuriating, depending on just how 
rose-tinted your glasses are. 
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Metal Gear Solid 

£7.99 

Continuing the theme of incomprehensibly important games, how about 
Metal Gear Solid? It's a fair departure from Crash Bandicoot, mind you. 

Unlike the first entry in this list, Metal Gear Solid is just as relevant today as 
it was 15 years ago, what with both Metal Gear Solid V: Ground Zeroes fresh 
in the memory and Metal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain currently eagerly 
awaited by millions of fans the world over. Sometimes though, the original 
story is just as interesting as the climax. 

The first MGS' has dated very well - anyone who has played any of its three 
sequels will feel immediately at home. 

The genesis of every idiosyncrasy and trope of the stealth series can be 
found within this first title, and the same is true of its iconic characters. 

The story is enthralling and the gameplay tense. While it may seem a 
little bare-bones when compared with its sequels, it's a stripped-back and 
focused affair. 

It is unforgiving, rewarding, and extremely fun. 




Final Fantasy (all of them) 

£7.99 

Every single pre-PS2 era Final Fantasy title from within the brand's main 
series is available on the PlayStation Store - that's number one all the 
way through to nine. Asking which one you should buy would be like 
asking which child you love the most: you tell them it's equal, but we all 
know that's just not true. 

It's a matter of personal preference, of course, and many will disagree 
over which is best. That's all part of the beauty of the franchise. 

Everyone will have their own special favourite for their own reasons, 
be it an emotional connection to the brilliantly written characters, 
an immersion within the meticulously crafted universe, or plain 
old nostalgia. 

If you've never experienced a Final Fantasy title before, then perhaps 
you'd best start with VI and work your way up. While the first five in the 
series are all superb titles, with hindsight it does feel a little like they 
were all working towards creating the perfect 2D, sprite-based, turn- 
based PPG in the form of VI. And while £7.99 is a fair price, the cost can 
escalate quickly, with nine titles available. 

If you've ever enjoyed one of the later titles in the series without 
having experienced the games from Squaresoft's golden era, then 
there's no better time than now to remedy that. Plus, you don't have to 
worry about changing between four disks as you progress. 

If you've never really considered yourself a JRPG fan, take a chance 
and discover just how wrong you've been. 
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Tekken 2 

£3.99 

Much like how Crash Bandicoot took a timeless 2D format and revitalised it 
in three dimensions, the same can be said of Tekken 2. 

Beat 'em ups had always existed in 2D. The genre itself is one of the 
oldest and most popular in all of videogames - the sheer simplicity of two 
combatants on a flat plane allowed beat 'em ups to rule the arcades for nearly 
20 years. The release of the PlayStation, along with the Tekken series, brought 
the arcade experience into your home (and probably killed arcades in the 
process... sorry about that). 

Street Fighter may have popularised it, and Mortal Kombat might have had 
hilarious ‘photo-reaHstic' sprites, but Tekken used polygons. 3D polygons! 

Yes, it looks hilariously awful by modern standards but make no mistake - the 
gameplay is as pure an experience as you’ll find. 

Tekken 2 is, quite simply, one of the best, most balanced beat 'em ups of all 
time. And balance is what any beat 'em up purist craves. Left punch, right 
punch, left kick, right kick, throw - that was about the long-and-short of it, 
meaning bouts resemble chess matches more than street fights. 

The cast of characters was varied enough to stave off boredom, but small 
enough to ensure each one had a purpose. Jin Kazama, Jack, Yoshimitsu - all 
names as culturally entrenched as Ryu, Ken or Chun-Li. If you yearn for a 
simpler time, the zenith of the beat 'em up era, there's no better title available. 
And you can play it on the bus. 




Wipeout 

£3.99 

‘System seller' is a term thrown around fairly frequently nowadays, but 19 years 
ago, Sony really meant it. Wipeout wasn't just a game, it was the embodiment 
of a culture and the face of a system. 

In 1995, videogaming was still something of a hard sell. Being a geek is 
bordering on cool nowadays, but in the mid-nineties, getting the majority of 
young people into gaming was a serious problem for companies Hke Nintendo. 
Sony, with a background as the world's largest and most popular electronics 
manufacturer, had an idea. 

Its vision for a games console was completely different: it was cool and edgy. 
It embraced the emergent cyberpunk trend and repackaged it into something 
with tangible function. Wipeout was the combination of two subcultures that 
were previously thought of as incompatible. 

Wipeout was as much an artistic showpiece as it was a game. It had a 
soundtrack mixed by an electronica DJ, featuring the likes of The Chemical 
Brothers and The Prodigy. Sony even set up stations where you could play it in 
London nightclubs, its pulsating neon visuals and thumping soundtrack almost 
camouflaged in the nightlife going on around it. 

It also helped that behind the style and the sound was an outstanding arcade 
racer. Wipeout was one of the first racing games that tmly felt fast. It was like 
a spiritual successor to F-Zero, as imagined by Phillip K Dick. You take to the 
cockpit of a sleek hovercraft and careen through the streets of a cybernetic 
futurescape, hitting boosts and firing off missiles. A few have come close, but 
nothing since has captured the Zeitgeist quite like it. 
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Acer Liquid E2 

Reviewed: January 2014, price: £189.99 

http://www.acer.co. uk 


Acer Liquid Z3 

Reviewed: December 2013, price: £99 

http://www.acer.co.uk 


Alcatel One Touch Pop S3 

Reviewed: September 2014, price: £80 

www.alcatelonetouch.com/uk 


Stacked up against recent entries in the 
budget market, the Acer Liquid E2 is simply 
outdated. It’s a functional Android handset 
but the clunky, thick design makes it feel 
like you’re holding a toy and the software 
doesn’t have any standout features. Acer 
will have to seriously raise its game if it’s to 
be a contender in the phone market. 


While the Z3’s tiny size has immediate 
benefits, you’ll soon tire of cramping your 
thumbs on too small a screen. Everywhere 
else its simply an underwhelming phone, 
even with the sub-£100 price tag. Even 
with the customisation options for different 
audiences, we’d recommend opting for 
a normal-sized phone over this fidgety 
gadget. 


The Alcatel One Touch POP S3 has its 
merits, especially taking into account 
the sub-£100 price of the device. The 
problem here is that by making room for 
4G capability Alcatel has been forced to 
make cutbacks in crucial areas. However, 
if you are simply after the option to access 
faster web browsing and app speeds on the 
go, then the POP S3 offers you that at the 
cheapest price possible. 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor Quad-core 1 .2 
GHz 

Screen 4.5 inches 
Resolution 540 x 960 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 
2MP front-facing 


Video 1080p 
Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 131 x 68 x 

9.9mm 

Weight 140g 
Battery 2000 mAh 


OS Android v4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor Dual-core 1GHz 
Screen 3.5 inches 
Resolution 320 x 480 pixels 
Memory 512MB BAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 3 MP rear-facing 

Video Yes 
Connectivity 3G 


Dimensions 109x60x 
10.4mm 
Weight 120g 
Battery Li-Ion 1500 mAh 


OS Android 4.3 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 4GB 

Micro SD compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
VGA front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 23 x 64.4 x 
9.9mm 

Weight 130g 
Battery 2,000mAh 


VERDICT: A dated, bulky phone saved by its 
reasonable price. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★ lAr 

★★★★★ 


VERDICT: It s far too small to be used for 
most apps and is uncomfortable to hold. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 
USABILITY 

DESIGN ★ ★ 

★★★★★ 


VERDICT: Cheap, sure, but its poor quality 
renders its 4G capability near pointless. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★ ★ 

★★★★★ 
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Alcatel One Touch Idol Alpha 

Reviewed: February 2015, price: £319 

www.alcatelonetouch.com/uk 

While it’s good to see manufacturers 
branching out from the traditional black 
slab design, the Idol Alpha is a reminder 
of why the slab works. There are just too 
many compromises here, and the hardware 
does not make amends for them. Aside from 
the fact that Android itself is a powerful 
operating system that you can tailor to your 
heart’s content, there’s very little to redeem 
this phone. 


Alcatel One Touch Idol X+ 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £TBC 

www.alcatelonetouch.com/uk 

We usually greet lesser-known brands with 
open arms, but never has one disappointed 
as much as Alcatel with its One Touch 
Idol X-r. Despite decent specs, it’s the 
handsets flaws that hog the limelight. It’s 
outperformed by other handsets in its price 
bracket in just about every respect. It’s 
hard to envisage anyone patient enough to 
waste their time with it. 


Amazon Fire Phone 

Reviewed: December 2014, price: £400 

When we first learned of the 3D capabilities 
of the Amazon Fire Phone we thought it 
might be a gimmick. Instead, it turned out 
to be the feature we love the most. Its other 
interface aspects are riddled with hiccups 
which can add to some severe usability 
issues. Its design has some questionable 
choices, too. It has a lot of potential though, 
and we’re eagerly looking forward to a 
sequel. 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.7 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 1 GB BAM 
Storage 16GB 
Micro SO compatible? No 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 

1 .3MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 138x66 6 x 
7.5 mm 

Weight 117 4 g 
Battery 2,000 mAh 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor Octa-core 2GHz 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 1 080 x 1 920 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16GB or 32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 13 MP rear-facing, 2 
MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 140.4x69.1 x 
7.9mm 

Weight 130g 
Battery 2,500mAh 


OS Android KitKat 4.4 
Processor 2.2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.7-inches 

Resolution 1,280 x 720 
pixels 

Memory 2GB 
Storage 32GB 
microSD compatible? Yes, 
up to 64GB 

Camera 13MP front-facing, 


2.1 MP rear-facing 
Video 1080p 
Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 139.2 x 66.5 x 
8.9mm 

Weight 160g 
Battery 2,400mAh 


VERDICT: A decent camera is the only 
redeeming feature on this overpriced handset. 


VERDICT: With such great competition the 
One Touch Idol X-r simply looks irrelevant. 


VERDICT: A promising yet flawed debut 
effort, reccommendable only to the curious. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE 

FEATURES 

USABILITY ★ 

DESIGN ★ 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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Apple iPhone 5c 

Reviewed: December 2013, price: £469 
(16GB) £549 (32GB) 

If you nee(d a splash of colour in your life 
a.nd you’re alrea(dy a massive fan of the 
iOS operating system, then the iPhone 5c 
is much the same as the previous iPhone 
5. There’s a slightly upgra(de(d front-facing 
camera a.nd 4G will work on any UK 
network, but other than that you’re getting 
the exact same thing. The iPhone 5c is 
simply aroun(d for those of you who love 
great (design without breaking the bank. 


Apple iPhone 5s 

Reviewed: December 2013, price: £549 
(16GB) £629 (32GB) £709 (64GB) 

With fingerprint i(dentity, 64-bit A7 64-bit 
chip (delivers up to twice the perfomance of 
the iPhone 4 and 5c, many people will opt to 
pay the extra £80 or so over the 5c. They’ll 
also get an improve(d camera with 15 per 
cent larger sensor and improve(d low-light 
capabilies. The True Tone flash incorporates 
two flashes each matche(d to (different 
light temperatures so flesh tones are more 
natural with flash pictures. 


Apple iPhone 6 

Reviewed: November 2014, price: £539 


Calling it ‘the best iPhone ever’ almost 
seems a little re(dun(dant. Of course it’s 
better - it’s more powerful, has a better 
camera, and NFC coul(d soon become a 
huge (deal. We’re not quite as keen on the 
aesthetics of it versus ol(der iPhone (designs, 
but it’s still got a won(derful premium buil(d 
and a beautifully sharp (display. The option 
for greatly expan(de(d storage sizes shouMn’t 
be un(dervalue(d, either. 


OSiOS7 

Processor Dual-core 1.3GHz 
Screen 4 inches 
Resolution 640 x 1 1 36 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16/32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 

1.2 MP front-facing 
Video 1080 


Connectivity 4G 
Size 12.4 X 59.2 x 9 mm 
Weight 132g 
Battery 1,510 mAh 


OSiOS7 

Processor Dual-core 1 .3GHz 
ARMV8 

Screen 4 inches 
Resolution 1 1 36 x 640 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16GB, 32GB or 64GB 
MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 

1.2 MP front-facing 


Video 1080p 
Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 123.8 x 58.6 x 
7.6mm 

Weight 11 2g 
Battery 1 ,560 mAh 


OS i0S8 

Processor Apple A8 1 .4GHz 
Screen 4.7 inches 
Resolution 1 334 x 750 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16GB/64GB/1 28GB 
Micro SD compatible? No 
Camera 8 MP iSight rear- 
facing, 1.2 MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 138.1 x 67 x 
6.9 mm 
Weight 129g 
Battery 1,810 mAh 


VERDICT: It s the most colourful iPhone to 
(date, but it’s i(dentical to the iPhone 5. 


VERDICT: The gol(d stan(dar(d in user-frien(dly 
smartphones, with a ton of power to boot. 


VERDICT: Bigger and better than ever, just 
as you’d expect. The definitive iPhone. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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Apple iPhone 6 Plus 

Reviewed: November 2014, price: £619 


It’s the iPhone 6, but bigger. That’s the 
only difference, and it comes with all of 
the ups and downs that you would expect 
from a phablet. You’ll either love or hate the 
larger screen which, whilst still beautiful, is 
slightly less sharp than its little brother’s. 
Similarly it might be tough for smaller 
hands to hold. But then you do get to see 
more things on screen at once. It’s still a 
remarkable phone though, make no mistake. 


Archos 50 Helium 

Reviewed: July 2014, price: £199 

archos.com 

If the Moto G and Moto E are the gold 
standard of entry-level and low-cost 
smartphones, then the 50 Helium is 
certainly worthy of silver. It’s got a nice big 
screen as well as invaluable 4G capability. 
It won’t set the world alight, but it’s a 
standout in a market awash with cheap, 
limited handsets. 


Asus PadFone 2 

Reviewed: November 2013, price: £500 

www.asus.com/uk 

The PadFone 2 offers two devices for 
around the price of one but you won’t be 
able to use the tablet independently of 
the phone. An ideal situation in which to 
use the PadFone 2 is if you want to use 
the same data allowance for both devices, 
and not shell out for a more expensive 
3G-enabled tablet. This could almost be 
perfect if it had a better screen. 


OS i0S8 

Processor Apple A8 1 .4GHz 
Screen 5.5 inches 
Resolution 1 920 x 1 080 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16GB/64GB/1 28GB 
Micro SO compatible? No 
Camera 8 MP iSight rear- 
facing, 1.2 MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 158.1 x77.8 x 
7.1 mm 
Weight 172g 
Battery 1,810 mAh 


OS Android 4.3 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 1 280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP 
Video 1080p 
Connectivity 4G LIE 


Dimensions 145x71 5 x 
8.95mm 
Weight 1 60g 
Battery 2,000mAh 


OS Android v4.0 Ice Cream 
Sandwich 

Processor 1 .5GHz quad-core 
Screen 720 x 1280 pixels, 

4.7 inches 

Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 16, 32 or 64GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 13 MP rear-facing, 
1.3 MP front-facing 


Video 1080p 
Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 137 9x68 9 
X 9mm 

Weight 135g 
Battery 2,140 mAh 


VERDICT: A bigger iPhone 6 - it’s really that 
simple. Prefer it or not, it’s great regardless. 


VERDICT: A capable alternative to the 
market-leading Moto G. 


VERDICT: An almost perfect two-for-one 
device - if only it had a better screen. 


PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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BlackBerry Passport 

Reviewed: November 2014, price; £530 

uk.blackberry.com 

A premium device by anyone’s standards 
- if you can look past the thoroughly odd 
design. Undeniably BlackBerry’s most 
advanced device ever, it’s still clearly 
angled towards the business crowd with 
a focus on productivity. The same old 
BlackBerry problems persist though, with 
an inferior OS and app store. It’s just too 
impractical and limited for personal use. 


BlackBerry Z30 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £500 

uk.blackberry.com 

Perhaps if BlackBerry had focused on its 
efforts on making a phone like this five 
years ago we would be looking at a very 
different picture now. As it stands, a barren 
app store, odd features and a monster 
price tag may kill what could have been 
a competitive device. It’s still surprisingly 
easy on the eyes though, and its display 
doesn’t look too bad either. 



BWC Stealth V2 

Reviewed; August 2014, price; £300 

www.bwcclevices.com 

With good specs available at low prices 
there’s never been a better time to pick up 
a rugged smartphone (if that’s what you 
need). The Stealth V2 lives up to both the 
‘rugged’ and ‘smart’ tags, with surprisingly 
capable insides. It also passed all of our 
stress tests, with countless drops, bashes 
and drownings failing to leave so much as 
a mark. 


OS BlackBerry 10.3 

Processor 2.2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 

Resolution 1,440 x 1,440 
pixels 

Memory 3GB BAM 

Storage 32GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes, 
up to 128GB 

Camera 13MP rear-facing, 

2MP front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 128 x 90 3 x 

9.3mm 

Weight 194g 

Battery 3,450mAh 

OS BlackBerry 10 

Processor 1 .7GHz dual-core 
Screen 5 inches 

Resolution 1 280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 16GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-racing, 2MP 
front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 140.7 x 72 x 9.4 
Weight 170g 

Battery 2,880 mAh 

OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4 inches 

Resolution 854 x 480 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 1GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing 

Video 720p 

Connectivity 3G 

Dimensions 1 33 x 69 x 20mm 
Weight 230g 

Battery 2,800mAh 

VERDICT: Premium build and top specs are 
betrayed by off-putting, strange design. 

VERDICT: Possibly the best BlackBerry yet, 
but that’s not saying an awful lot. 

VERDICT: As smart and tough as it promises. 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★"A 

FEATURES 

'k'kit ★★ 

FEATURES 

★ 

USABILITY 


USABILITY 

★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★ * 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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CAT B100 

Reviewed: March 2014, price: £380 

www.catphones.com 

The CAT BlOO withstands harsh conditions 
and jarring blows with a tough outer 
shell that absorbs the impact of falls, and 
impressive waterproofing. Beyond that, the 
phone lacks features games and apps - but 
chances are that’s not why you’re buying 
this phone. If you need a rugged handset 
to take adventuring, though, it’s more than 
tough enough. 


CATB15 

Reviewed: June 2013, price: £299 

www.catphones.com 

While it will never be a mass market phone, 
the B15 most certainly has a place in the 
market for anyone who wants a device they 
can rely on, whatever the environment; 
aimed at builders and construction workers, 
this phone stood up to our strength and 
durability tests and has decent specs to 
boot. Its let downs include a cumbersome 
size and a weak camera and video 
capabilities. 


Doro Liberto 810 

Reviewed: April 2014, price: £145 

www.doro.co.uk 

The Liberto 810 has a comfortable design 
and a user interface that’s ideal for first- 
time smartphone users and impaired 
customers. From there, things start to slip. 
The screen is buried into the handset, 
making it hard to accurately press smaller 
buttons, the camera software has some 
strange issues and we ran into a few bugs. 
It’s a starting point for Doro, but it’s hard to 
recommend it. 


OS Nucleus 2.1 
Processor 1 GHz dual-core 
Screen 2.2 inches 
Resolution 240 x 320 pixels 
Memory 512MB RAM 
Storage 50MB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 3 MP rear-facing, 
QVGA front-facing 
Video QVGA 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 122.94 x 55.88 
X 7.6mm 
Weight 136g 
Battery 1,150 mAh 


OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 GHz dual-core 
Screen 4 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 
Memory 51 2MB RAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5 MP rear-facing, 
QVGA front-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 3G 
Size 1 25 X 69.5 X 14.95mm 
Weight 170g 
Battery 2,000 mAh 


OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1GHz 
Screen 3.9 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 
Memory 512MB RAM 
Storage 500MB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5 MP 
Video 480p 
Connectivity 3G 


Dimensions 126x66 X 
12.5mm 
Weight 132g 
Battery 1 ,500 mAh 


VERDICT: Tough enough to take into a 
warzone, if a little light on actual function. 


VERDICT: A rugged phone for those who 
need to rely on it in any environment. 


VERDICT: Seniors may be demanding a 
tailored smartphone, but this isn’t it. 


PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 



★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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Doro Liberto 820 

Reviewed: February 2015, price: £186 

www.doro.co.uk 

It’s easy to dismiss Doro phones as 
obsolete. This is to ignore that Doro isn’t 
interested in attracting phone geeks and 
techno-fashionistas. These phones are for 
those value simplicity above processing 
power. Doro targets the ‘senior’ market But 
with its SOS button and useful short cuts 
the Liberto 820 will appeal to those are not 
slaves to trends in consumer electronics. 


Doro PhoneEasy 624 

Reviewed: February 2015, price: £100 

www.doro.co.uk 

The PhoneEasy 624 is Doro’s best feature 
phone offering for those who want to 
keep things as simple, while making sure 
important contacts are only a button push 
away. It’s got a 3G antenna, lengthy battery 
life, but a needlessly dire camera. 


EE Kestrel 

Reviewed: September 2014, price: £99 

www.doro.co.uk 

The EE Kestrel is the best entry-level 4G 
handset on the market and this is in no 
small piart due to Huawei. The manufacturer 
has built a solid handset that consumers 
will use beyond its 4G-LTE capability. 
Although, its weak resolution is a major 
flaw, it has plenty of other positive 
attributes including a smooth UI, the ability 
to handle a vast range of games and decent 
web and app browsing speeds. 


OS Android 4.4 Kit Kat with 
Doro Wizard 

Processor 1 .3Ghz quad-core 
Screen 5.5 inches 

Resolution 940x560 
Memory 1GB 
Storage 4GB 

Micro SD compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 13mmx71mm 
Weight 132g 
Battery 1 ,900 mAh 


OS Custom 

Processor N/A 
Screen 2.4 inches 
Resolution 320 x 240 pixels 

Memory N/A 
Storage N/A 

Micro SD compatible? Yes 
Camera 2MP 
Video 720p 
Connectivity 3G 


Dimensions 1 02 x 52 x 1 9 mm 
Weight 104g 
Battery 800 mAh 


OS Android 4.3 (Jelly Bean) 
Processor 1.2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 
Resolution 540 x 960 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 8GB 

Micro SD compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
IMP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G, 3G 
Dimensions 131 x65.3x 
7.85mm 
Weight 145g 
Battery 2,000mAh 


VERDICT: A surprisingly well-featured 
phone for the more tech-savvy of seniors. 


VERDICT: A well featured phone for the price 
if you’re in the market for that sort of thing. 


VERDICT: A reliable handset that boasts 
good usability, if underwhelming specs. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★ 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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Google Nexus 4 

Reviewed: February 2013, price: £239 

www.google.eom/nexus/4/ 

It looks a bit dull and devoid of personality, 
plus storage is limited to 4GB... but that’s 
hardly the point. The Nexus 4 is a tight bit of 
kit designed to show off Google’s latest version 
of Android. With a terrific quad-core l.BGhz 
processor and 2GB of RAM - there is nothing 
out there that wiU stump this smartphone. The 
lack of 4G is a disappointment, but the phone 
is an absolute steal at just £239. One of the best 
Android handsets available. 


Google Nexus 6 

Reviewed: March 2015, price: £499 

www.google.eom/nexus/6/ 

The Nexus 6 is a reminder of exactly what 
so many manufacturers are doing wrong by 
overly modifying Android. Google’s flagship 
is a tremendous powerhouse - more of a 
media hub than a mere smartphone, and 
one of the best phablets on the market. 
Whether you’d rather it had a stylus is a 
matter of preference, though. 


HTC Desire 500 

Reviewed: January 2014, price: £199 

www.htc.com/uk 

The HTC Desire 500 is a respectable budget 
offering from the Taiwanese manufacturer 
but it’s been undercut by cheaper phones 
with better specifications. You’ll struggle 
with limited storage space but it earns 
points for a unique design. 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .5Ghz quad-core 
Screen 4.7 inch 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5 MP rear-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 07mm x 61 mm 
X 12mm 
Weight lOOg 
Battery 2,100 mAh 


OS Android 5.0 Lollipop 
Processor 2.7 GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.96 inches 
Resolution 2560 x 1440 pixels 

Memory 3GB BAM 
Storage 32/64GB 
Micro SD compatible? No 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 
2MP front-facing 
Video 4K 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 82.98 mm x 
159.26 mm X 10.06 mm 
Weight 184g 
Battery 3,220 mAh 


OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.3 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 
1.6 MP front-facing 

Video 720 


Dimensions 131.8 x 66.9 x 
9.9mm 

Weight 123g 
Battery 1 ,800 mAh 


VERDICT: Dull and devoid of personality, but 
high powered and super, super cheap. 


VERDICT: Fast, fresh and tremendously 
powerful. A dream for Android purists. 


VERDICT: A solid phone with a price tag on 
the wrong side of that of the Mote G. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

DESIGN ★ 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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HTC Desire 601 

Reviewed: March 2014, price: £244 

www.htc.com/uk 

4G at an affordable price is the Desire GOl’s 
big claim (if you regard £240 as affordable). 
That’s not enough of a reason alone to buy 
it, though. 4G is currently not worth the 
premium, nor the price hike over a similarly 
specced 3G handset. The trademark HTG 
Beats audio still sounds great though, and 
its on-board photo editor is handy - if you 
can put up with the low-resolution screen. 


HTC Desire 816 

Reviewed: October 2014, price: £300 

www.htc.com/uk 

In a market lacking a viable midrange 
phablet the HTG Desire 816 stands out. It 
might have its flaws, but for the price you 
can certainly look past them. If you can’t, 
then a midrange device probably isn’t for 
you. For the rest of us, there’s no better 
option for getting your hands on a jumbo 
screen on the cheap. 



HTC Desire Eye 

Reviewed: March 2015, price: £365 

www.htc.com/uk 

Whilst we love the cameras (having a 
front-facer as highly powered as the 
rear-facer is a huge boon, particularly for 
selfie-Iovers) the Desire Eye’s build quality 
and price make it a tougher sell than you 
might think. It does look nice though, and 
is an interesting concept. Just not a 100% 
successful one. 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .4GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 
Resolution 540 x 960 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5 MP rear-facing, 
0.3 MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 134.5 x 66.7 
X 9.88mm 
Weight 130g 
Battery 2,100 mAH 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .6GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.5 inches 
Resolution 1 280 x 720 pixels 
Memory 1 .5GB BAM 
Storage 8GB 

Micro SD compatible? Yes 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 
5MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 56.6 x 78.7 x 
7.9mm 

Weight 165g 
Battery 2,600 mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 2.3 GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.2 inches 
Resolution 1 080 x 1 920 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16GB 
Micro SD compatible? Yes 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 
13MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 51 .7 x 73.8 x 
8.5 mm 
Weight 154g 
Battery 2,400 mAh 


VERDICT: A decent phone but the extra VERDICT: A triumphant, large addition to a VERDICT: A hard sell when the superior One 

£100 is not justified by 4G capability alone fantastic 2014 product line for HTG. M8 can now be bought for the same price. 


PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 
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HTC One M8 

Reviewed: May 2014, price: £530 

www.htc.com/uk 

The HTC One M8 is, in all probability, the 
best smartphone ever made. It both looks 
and performs better than almost everything 
else out there. Features like Blinkfeed and 
knock-to-wake are a joy to use. If Apple, 
Sony and Samsung weren’t paying attention 
before, they certainly are now. 


HTC One Max 

Reviewed: January 2014, price: £599 

www.htc.com/uk 

The HTC One Max piggybacks the 
reputation of the HTC One, although 
nothing much has improved. The high- 
quality display is present but HTC has 
failed to add processing power and the 
fingerprint sensor implementation is very 
disappointing. 


HTC One Mini 

Reviewed: October 2013, price: £300 

www.htc.com/uk 

The lite version of HTC’s flagship phone 
proves to be a big deal, with a high quality 
camera, great audio, fast processing speeds 
and a unique, refreshing take on Android 
4.2. It’s only let down by its lack of internal 
memory and short battery life. 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 2.3GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 1 920 x 1 080 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 16GB or 32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 4 MP UltraPixel rear- 
facing, 5 MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


VERDICT: If you can afford it, buy it. There’s 
no better Android handset on the market. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


OS Android 4.3 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .7GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.9 inches 
Resolution 1 920 x 1 080 pixels 

Memory 2GB 
Storage 16GB or 32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 4 MP UlatraPixel 
rear-facing, 2.1 MP front- 
facing 


VERDICT: The HTC One’s design is still a 
standout but there’s nothing new here. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


OS Android OS 4.2. Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .4 GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.3 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1 280 pixels 

Memory 1 GB RAM 
Storage 16GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 4 MP UltraPixel rear- 
facing, 1 .6 MP front-facing 
Video lOBOp 


VERDICT: A worthwhile alternative to the 
bigger model. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 146.36 x 70.6 x 
9.35 mm 
Weight 1 60g 
Battery 2,600 mAH 


Video 1080p 
Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 164.5 X 82.5 X 
10.3mm 
Weight 21 7g 
Battery 3,300mAh 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 32 x 63.2 x 9.3 
mm 

Weight 122 g 
Battery 1 ,800 mAh 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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HTC One Mini 2 

Reviewed: August 2014, price: £360 

www.htc.com/uk 

Your opinion of the One Mini 2 will come 
down to what you mostly use your phone 
for. If you don’t put too much strain on its 
struggling processor then you should be 
fine. It’s got a magnificent pair of cameras, 
and that trademark HTC metal unibody 
build can’t be beat. Day-to-day users will 
be more than satisfied - hardcore tech- 
heads should stick with the One M8. 


Huawei Ascend P2 

Reviewed: September 2013, price: £340 

www.huaweidevice.co.uk 

Huawei has delivered a reasonably cheap 
device given you’re receiving blazing fast 
4G speeds when web browsing. There’s 
no microSD card slot and the processor 
had a little trouble whilst gaming and 
opening apps, but the camera optics were 
outstanding. The P2 is capable of recording 
video at a resolution of 1080p. For a phone 
of this price, that is incredibly impressive. 
All-in-all a great budget - mid-range device. 


Huawei Ascend P6 

Reviewed: October 2013, price: £309.95 

www.huaweidevice.co.uk 

It suffers from poor software 
implementation and a slow-charging 
battery, but at least the P6 looks the part, 
with a slim design that makes it more 
attractive than many of its rivals. Elsewhere 
this is a capable mid-to-high-tier handset 
for anyone looking. 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 

Resolution 720 x 1 ,280 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera 13 MP rear-facing, 

5MP front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 37.4 x 64 x 
10.6mm 

Weight 137g 

Battery 2,1 lOmAh 

OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1.5 GHz quad- 
core 

Screen 4.7 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16GB 

MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera 13 MP rear-facing, 
1.3 MP front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 136.2 x 66.7 x 
8.4mm 

Weight 122g 

Battery 2,420 mAh 

OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1.5 GHz quad- 
core 

Screen 4.7 inches 

Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 5 
MP front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 132 7x65 5 x 
6.2 mm 

Weight 120g 

Battery 2,000 mAh 

VERDICT: Powered to match its stature, but VERDICT: The price speaks for itself, giving 

VERDICT: It trips up on software and battery 

still a very polished, attractive device. 

you one of the cheapest 4G devices today. 

but the slim look is appealing. 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 
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Huawei Ascend P7 

Reviewed: July 2014, price: £365 

www.huaweidevice.co.uk 

The Ascend P7 feels like a missed 
opportunity. Huawei should have put their 
full weight into creating a top-level flagship 
handset. However, its underpowered 
processor is its only real flaw. It looks 
premium, and its front-facing camera is 
the best on the market. Its price could be a 
sticking point, but it’s by no means a bad 
device. 


Kazam Tornado 348 

Reviewed: March 2015, price: £247 

www.kazam.mobi 

Despite great looks and smooth 
performance, lack of 4G connectivity and 
storage makes the Tornado 348 something 
of a non-starter for serious users. The 
casual market will be plenty content with 
what’s on offer here - particularly those 
eye-catching physical dimensions. 


Kazam Thunder Q4.5 

Reviewed: April 2014, price: £TBC 

www.kazam.mobi 

The Thunder Q4.5 is a sure case of style 
over substance, but in the lower-cost 
end of the market you’d usually be lucky 
to get either. While the phone lacks 
standout features it won’t let you down 
when it comes to everyday smartphone 
functionality. If you’re in the market and 
want to try something new, you could 
certainly do an awful lot worse. 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .8GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 

Resolution 1 980 x 1 020 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 16GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 

BMP front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G LTE 
Dimensions 139.8 x 68.8 x 
6.5mm 

Weight 124g 

Battery 2,500mAh 

OS Android KitKat 4.4 
Processor 1 .7Ghz octa-core 
Screen 4.8 inches 

Resolution 1280x720 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16GB 

Micro SO compatible? No 
Rear camera BMP rear- 
facing, 5MP front-facing 

Video 720p 

Connectivity 3G 

Dimensions 139.8 x 67.5 x 
5.15mm 

Weight 95 5g 

Battery 2,050 mAh 

OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .3GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 

Resolution 854 x 480 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 1.74GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 2 

MP front-facing 

Video 720p 

Connectivity 3G 

Dimensions 136x64.6 X 

8.9 mm 

Weight 137g 

Battery 1 ,800 mAh 

VERDICT: It’s not quite a market-leading 
flagship, but at least it looks the part. 

VERDICT: Standout design and performance 
at an attractive price. 

VERDICT: It may be flawed, but at this price 
point you’d be hard pushed to beat it. 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 
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LG G2 

Reviewed: November 2013, price: £500 

www.Ig.com/uk 

Despite its impressive performance, 
long-lasting battery and excellent screen, 
the G2 doesn’t quite hold up next to its 
competition. It doesn’t lag behind in 
any one area, but it doesn’t truly excel 
anywhere else either. It won’t give you any 
hassle aside from its heating issues but this 
isn’t a best-in-class phone, and that’s what 
a flagship from a company like this really 
should be. 


LG G3 

Reviewed: August 2014, price: £499 

www.Ig.com/uk 

Only minor detractions stop the LG G3 
from being the perfect smartphone. That 
said, there’s no such thing as the perfect 
smartphone just yet, so the G3 is still a 
wonderful piece of kit. It has outstanding 
features, hardware, and form to boot. The 
best display around, a monstrous processor 
and a variety of little touches all make the 
G3 is a special smartphone. 


LG G Flex 

Reviewed: April 2014, price: £570 

www.lg.com/uk 

The curved display may add very little, but 
with a state-of-the-art spec sheet and a 
fantastic display, the LG G Flex nails the 
basics of a high-end smartphone. However 
the £570 price and so-so camera make 
it difficult to recommend - at least when 
compared to its cheaper, better rivals. The 
Flex just isn’t the innovation LG believe it 
to be. 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 2.2GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.2 inches 
Resolution 1 080 x 1 920 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16GB or 32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 

2. IMP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 138.5 x 70.9 x 
8.9 mm 
Weight 143g 
Battery 3,000 mAh 


OS Android 4.4 (KitKat) 
Processor 2.5GHz quad-core 

Screen 5 5 inches Resolution 

1440x2560 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16GB or 32GB 
Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 

2. IMP front-facing 
Video 21 60p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 146.3 x 74.6 x 
8.9mm 

Weight 149g 
Battery 3,000mAh 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 2.2GHz quad-core 
Screen 6 inches 
Resolution 1 280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 32GB 

MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera 13 MP rear-facing, 2.1 
MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 60.5 x 81 .6 x 
7.9 mm 
Weight 177g 
Battery 3,500 mAh 


VERDICT: The G2 is a powerhouse with a 
great screen and impressive battery life. 


VERDICT: Want the best? The G3 is 
absolutely deserving of your consideration. 


VERDICT: A powerful phone held back by a 
steep price for an unnecessary gimmick. 
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Motorola Moto G 

Reviewed: January 2014, price: £135 

www.motorola.co.uk 

The Moto G is a budget smartphone done 
right. It makes smart and sensible sacrifices 
to slash its price to a point that puts its 
rivals to shame. For people who don’t 
demand the highest specs and best camera 
from a phone, the Moto G’s easy-to-use 
system and fast speeds make it an ideal 
choice. 


Motorola Moto G (2014) 

Reviewed: November 2014, price: £150 

www.motorola.co.uk 

It’s an updated version of the Moto G - 
nothing more, nothing less. The lack of 4G 
is extremely disappointing, and a processor 
upgrade would have been nice. Still, a 
bigger screen, a better camera and microSD 
compatibility is extremely welcome. 

When it comes to affordable phones that 
can actually perform, the Moto G is still 
untouchable. 


Motorola Moto X 

Reviewed: March 2014, price: £380 

www.motorola.co.uk 

The Moto X is a rock-solid handset with 
unique, helpful features. This is the best 
place to experience Google Now, making 
voice operation genuinely useful. Mix in a 
sleek design, great camera and long battery 
life and the £380 price tag is justified. If 
you can afford the extra £150 then it makes 
for a sterling upper-mid tier upgrade to the 
Motorola Moto G. 


OS Android 4.3 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .20 Hz quad-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 8GB/16GB 
MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 129.9 x 65.9 x 
11.6mm 
Weight 143g 
Battery 2,070 mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 1 280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 8GB/16GB 
Micro SD compatible? Yes, 
up to 32GB 

Camera BMP rear-facing, 
2MP front-facing 


Video 720p 
Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 141 5x70 7 x 
11mm 

Weight 149g 
Battery 2,070mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .7GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.7 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16GB/32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera 10MP rear-facing, 
2MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 129 3 x 65 3 

X 10.4mm 
Weight 130g 
Battery 2,200 mAh 


VERDICT: The best option for customers on 
a budget. 


VERDICT: A solid improvement on the best, 
but no 4G gives it a limited shelf life. 


VERDICT: For those looking to step up from 
the budget tier: your search is over. 


PERFORMANCE ★ 

FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
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Motorola Moto X (2014) 

Reviewed: January 2015, price: £420 

www.motorola.co.uk 

Motorola’s original Moto X was a nice idea 
executed a little too late, especially in the 
UK. Competition from superior phones 
from manufacturers with a stronger recent 
track record was too great to overcome. But 
this latest version of the Moto X makes a 
much stronger case for your cash. It’s got 
some excellent features and will surely be 
beloved by hardcore fans of stock Android. 


Motorola RAZR HD 

Reviewed: April 2013, price: £399 

www.motorola.co.uk 

Starting to show signs of its Google 
led revival, the Motorola Razr HD has a 
stunning industrial design and 4G support, 
but is a victim of its delayed UK release (it 
came out in the US in September) meaning 
its specs are out of date, its screen is low 
resolution and its camera is poor. It doesn’t 
help that Motorola have priced it so high 
- otherwise this would be an excellent mid- 
range phone. 


Nokia Asha 205 

Reviewed: April 2013, price: £65 

www.nokia.com 

An interesting enough device that blurs 
the lines between a feature phone and a 
low end smartphone, the Asha 205 is let 
down by its very small on board memory 
and lack of connectivity options. It 
remains functional for a low end device, 
but definitely should not be considered a 
full blown replacement for a smartphone. 
Probably destined for third world and 
budget users. 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 2.5GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.2 inches 
Resolution 1 ,080 x 1 ,920 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 16/32GB 
MicroSD compatible? No 
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 
2MP front-facing 
Video 2160p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 140.8 x 72.4 
X 10mm 
Weight 144g 
Battery 2,300 mAh 


OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .5GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.7 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16GB 
MicroSD Compatible? No 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 1 31 .9 x 67.9 x 8.4 
mm, 146g 
Weight 146g 
Battery 2,530 mAh 


OS Nokia Series 40 

Processor N/A 
Screen 2.4 inches 
Resolution 320 x 240 pixels 
Memory 16MB RAM 
Storage 10MB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 2MP rear-facing 
Video VGA 
Connectivity 3G 


Dimensions 116x61x1 4mm 
Weight 105g 
Battery 1 ,020 mAh 


VERDICT: The best Motorola ever, and 
arguably the best Android handset of 2014. 


VERDICT: A lovely design, but the internals 
are six months out of date. 


VERDICT: A pretty basic, functional feature 
phone with a few extra goodies. 


PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 
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★★★★★ 
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★★★★★ 

FEATURES 
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FEATURES 

★★★★★ 
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Nokia Asha 302 

Reviewed:November 2012, price: £95 

www.nokia.com 

While the Nokia Asha 302 won’t win any 
awards for originality or features, its great 
build quality, battery life and usability 
make it ideal for social networking. If you’re 
looking for a decent feature-phone for 
easy all-day typing, the Asha 302 could be 
right for you. And while you can pick up a 
good smartphone for around this price, the 
handy QWERTY keyboard is ideal if you’re 
frequently typing texts and emails. 


Nokia Asha 503 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £70 

www.nokia.com 

Nokia’s Asha 503 is a brilliantly tiny 
handset that stays usable despite the 
smaller screen. If you want a dirt-cheap 
phone then you might be better off with a 
sub-£50 handset and its design is a little 
spiky. But anyone looking for a phone to 
keep them busy for five minutes on a bus 
will find plenty to love here. 


Nokia Lumia 520 

Reviewed: June 2013, price: £99.95 

www.nokia.com 

A good budget offering from Nokia which 
is let down by its struggles to handle the 
tasks required of it. Cheaper than the 620 
which nevertheless had less performance 
issues. The 520 packs a good camera and 
battery life, however there are both cheaper 
phones which perform better and more 
expensive phones which don’t. 


OS Nokia Series 40 
Processor 1GHz single-core 
Screen 2.4 inches 
Resolution 240x320 pixels 
Memory 128MB RAM 
Storage 100MB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 3.2MP rear-facing 
Video 480p 
Connectivity 3G 


Dimensions 1 1 7 x 56 x 1 4mm 

Weight 99g 
Battery 1 ,430 mAh 


OS Nokia Asha platform 1 .2 

Processor N/A 
Screen 3 inches 
Resolution 240x320 pixels 
Memory 128MB RAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5 MP rear-facing 
Video QVGA 
Connectivity 3G 


Dimensions 1 02.6 x 60.6 x 
12.7mm 

Weight 110 2g 
Battery 1 ,200 mAh 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 GHz dual-core 
Screen 4 inches 
Resolution 800 x 480 
Memory 512MB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Cameras 5 MP 
Video 720p 
Connectivity 3G 


Dimensions 119 9x64 X 
9.9mm 

Weight 124g 
Battery 1 ,430 mAh 


VERDICT: Great QWERTY usability and an 
impressive battery life at a decent price. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 


VERDICT: A good entry into the budget 
market that offers more than the basics 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 
USABILITY ★★★★★ 
DESIGN ★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 


VERDICT: A good camera, battery and price 
but the phone can struggle with tasks. 

PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 
USABILITY ★★★★★ 
DESIGN ★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 
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Nokia Lumia 625 

Reviewed: October 2013, price: £180 

www.nokia.com 

The sizeable 4.7-inch screen saves the 625 
from its disappointingly short battery life 
and lack of HD viewing. It’s plagued further 
by the Lumia range’s other issues like a 
limited app store, but fights back with a 
decent camera. As a result it stands as a 
viable budget-range phone. 


Nokia Lumia 630 

Reviewed: August 2014, price: £110 

www.nokia.com 

The Lumia 630 offers many positives. 

Its bright, smooth interface is eye- 
catching and capable, and it can perform 
most tasks well. It even beats its rival, 
the Mote E, in terms of apps browsing, 
gaming and photography. It is let down 
by some shortcomings though, such as a 
narrow selection of apps and unnecessary 
bloatware. 


Nokia Lumia 720 

Reviewed: July 2013, price: £299 

www.nokia.com 

A fairly solid mid-tier offering which 
suffered some setbacks at start up, the 720 
features a Carl Zeiss lens and a slightly 
better looking screen and performing 
processor. Aside from this, the Lumia 720 
isn’t wonderfully different from its lower 
priced siblings and showed signs of wear 
and tear after a week, although its camera 
lives up to the Lumia name. Microsoft’s app 
store is still fairly limited, however. 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 .2GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.7 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 
Memory 51 2 MB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5 MP rear-facing, 
VGA front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G-LTE 
Dimensions 133.3 x 72.3 x 
9.2 mm 
Weight 159g 
Battery 2,000mAh 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 
Resolution 480 x 854 pixels 
Memory 51 2MB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes, 
up to 128GB 

Camera 5MP rear-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 129.5 x 66.7 x 
9.2mm 

Weight 134g 
Battery 1 ,830mAh 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.3 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 
Memory 51 2MB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Cameras 6.7MP front-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 127 9 x 67 5 x 

9mm 

Weight 128g 
Battery 2,000mAh 


VERDICT: A decent budget smartphone with VERDICT: Looks good and performs well VERDICT: A fairly solid mid-tier device but 
its fair share of shortcomings. enough to beat out some of its budget rivals not too different from lower priced siblings. 


PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 
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Nokia Lumia 735 

Reviewed: December 2014, price: £299 

www.nokia.com 

Microsoft has produced a genuine rival to 
the bestselling Motorola Moto G in the form 
of the Lumia 735. With the introduction 
of an HD display and 4G LTE this is much 
more than just another selfie phone. But if 
selfies are what you’re after the Lumia 735 
offers plenty of fun ways to snap images of 
you and your friends with its 5-megapixel 
front camera. 


Nokia Lumia 820 

Reviewed: March 2013, price: £380 

www.nokia.com 

The 920’s pragmatic little brother, the 820 
runs the same processor and RAM. It lacks 
some of the high end photography options 
but still takes good quality pictures and 
also runs Windows Phone 8. It has the full 
complement of Nokia apps like Music and 
Maps (although the Windows Store still 
struggles for quality in the app department). 
Battery can be disappointing, however, and 
some apps only work with WP8 devices. 


Nokia Lumia 830 

Reviewed: March 2015, price: £267 

www.nokia.com 

The Nokia Lumia 830 is not quite the 
swan-song we were hoping for. It’s 
not hugely affordable, and nor does the 
phone’s hardware make full use of that 4G 
connectivity. Mid-range mobiles seldom 
convince us of their reason to exist and 
this final Nokia is no exception. It does 
look the part, and Gortana is improving, 
but there are simply better options out 
there. 


OS Windows Phone 8.1 
Processor 1 .20 Hz quad-core 
Screen 4.7 inches 
Resolution 1 ,280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera 6.7MP rear-facing, 
5MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 134.7 x 68.5 x 
8.9mm 

Weight 134g 
Battery 2,200mAh 


OS Windows Phone 8 

Processor 1.5GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.3 inches 
Resolution 800 x 480 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera: 8.0MP rear-facing, 
VGA front-facing 
Video: 1080p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 123 8 x 68 5 

X 9.9mm 
Weight: 160g 
Battery: 1,650 mAh 


OS Windows Phone 8.1 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes, 
up to 128GB 

Camera 10MP rear-facing, 
0.9MP front-facing 


Video 1080p 
Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 39.4 x 70.7 x 
8.5 mm 
Weight 150g 
Battery 2,200 mAh 


VERDICT: A Windows Phone to match the 
Moto G, the 735 is a selfie star. 


VERDICT: Arguably superior to the 920, a 
few niggles hold it back from greatness. 


VERDICT: Underpowered and overpriced, 
the Lumia 830 is average and forgettable. 


PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 
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Nokia Lumia 925 

Reviewed: August 2013, price: £479 

www.nokia.com 


Nokia Lumia 930 

Reviewed: September 2014, price: £420 

www.nokia.com 


Nokia Lumia 1020 

Reviewed: November 2013, price: £639.99 

www.nokia.com 


With the Lumia 925 Nokia haven’t set 
out to reinvent the wheel, they’ve just 
built on their past achievements to put 
together a brilliant phone. A gorgeous 
slimmed-down design, high performance 
camera and responsive user interface 
all set this handset apart from the rest 
of the Lumia range and make it a top 
level device in the high-end smartphone 
market. One of the best out there. 


The plus side for those looking for 
something different is that Windows 
Phone has come along enough now that 
its mere presence on a handset isn’t 
enough to relegate it completely. The 
Lumia 930 is the flagship that the range 
has been crying out for for far too long 
now, and if you don’t mind having a 
relatively restricted ecosystem then you 
should have very few issues with it. 


The Lumia 1020 is an ideal smartphone for 
those of you who don’t care about apps 
and it’s perfect if you love to take great 
pictures. It might not be the slimmest 
device you can get your hands on but the 
1020’s powerful camera is well worth the 
extra bulk. 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 .5GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 

Resolution: 1280x760 
Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16GB/32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing 

Video: 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 129 x 70.6 x 

8.5 mm 

Weight: 139g 

Battery 2,000 mAh 

OS Windows Phone 8.1 
Processor 2.2GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 

Resolution 1920 x 1080 
pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 32GB 

Micro SO compatible? No 
Camera 20MP rear-facing, 
1.2MP front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G LTE 
Dimensions 137 x71 x 

9.8mm 

Weight 167g 

Battery 2,420mAh 

OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 .5GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.5 inches 

Resolution: 1280x760 
Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 32GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 41 MP rear-facing, 
1.2MP front-facing 

Video: 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 1 30.4 x 71 .4 x 
10.4 mm 

Weight: 158g 

Battery 2,000 mAh battery 

VERDICT: A fantastic camera, slick design 

VERDICT: The closest to rivalling Android 

VERDICT: A top smartphone with an 

and great user interface make this top dog. 

and iOS that Windows Phone has ever come. astounding camera - 

one of the best. 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 
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Nokia Lumia 1320 

Reviewed: April 2014, price: £280 

www.nokia.com 

The Lumia 925 and 1020 were large 
enough, and the lack of software taking 
advantage of the big display, unlike with 
the Samsung Galaxy Note, means those 
extra inches just leave you looking faintly 
ridiculous when answering a call. You’re 
better off spending your money on an 
Android phablet or Google’s Nexus 5. 


Nokia Lumia 1520 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £550 

www.nokia.com 

Although the Nokia Lumia 1520 weighs 
in at a whopping £550 (SIM-free), it could 
cost you considerably more to purchase 
a standalone camera, camcorder, satnav, 
tablet and a laptop computer that can run 
Microsoft Office. 


Prestigio MultiPhone 5430 

Reviewed: November 2013, price: £190 

www.prestigio.com 

The Prestigio MultiPhone 5430 is a bland 
piece of kit that lacks any real highlights, 
but is undoubtedly a capable and efficient 
smartphone. Perhaps its best feature is 
that it gets the core experience right, if not 
groundbreakingly so. The very basics of 
what you expect from a smartphone in 2013 
are here but there isn’t much else. 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 .7GHz dual-core 
Screen 6 inches 
Resolution 1 280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 1GB 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, VGA 
front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G-LTE 
Dimensions 1 64.2 x 85.9 x 
9.8mm 

Weight 220g 
Battery 3,400 mAh 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 2.2GHz quad-core 
Screen 6 inches 
Resolution 1 920 x 1 080 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 32GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 20MP rear-facing, 
1.2MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G-LTE 
Dimensions 1 62.8 x 85.4 x 
8.7mm 

Weight 209g 
Battery 3,200 mAh 


OS Android 4.0 Ice Cream 
Sandwich 

Processor Intel Atom 1 .2GEIz 
Screen 4.3 inches 
Resolution 1 920 x 1 080 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing 


Video 1080p 
Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 126x647 x 
10mm 

Weight 140g 
Battery 2,000 mAh 


VERDICT: A good phone, but the Nexus 5 
simply undercuts the competition too well. 


VERDICT: A great all-in-one device that 
mashes the best of Nokia together. 


VERDICT: Perfectly ordinary - but it’s 
positioned as an everyday smartphone. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★*★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 
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DESIGN ★★★★★ 
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Prestigio 4500 DUO 

Reviewed: June 2013, price: £179 

www.prestigio.com 

The Prestigio fails to dazzle, offering 
nothing fresh, but it is a user friendly, well 
featured and well priced device that ticks 
all the right boxes for a smartphone. It 
offers a smooth Android experience in a 
classic design with a competitive price tag 
and could go up against the likes of Huawei 
or HTC’s budget brands. A solid offering 
from a lesser known brand. 


Samsung Ativ S 

Reviewed: March 2013, price: £439.99 

www.samsung.com/uk 

Possibly the best looking Windows Phone 
8 physically with a good display, and a 
very usable Windows Phone 8 device, the 
software is lazy, with a poor selection of 
apps and what apps there are, can appear 
less than appealing. However, the user 
interface is easy to use and the processor 
can handle whatever is required of it. The 
phone looks and feels good - it’s just a pity 
there’s not much to look at, app-wise. 


Samsung Galaxy Ace 2 

Reviewed: October 2012, price: £240 

www.samsung.com/uk 

In a year where Samsung crafted one of 
the world’s best smartphones with the 
Galaxy S III, it has also created a fantastic 
mid-level device with its affordably-priced 
Galaxy Ace 2. Offering a stunning screen, 
great usability and a strong set of features 
it packs all that the average smartphone 
buyer will need. And while it’s a shame that 
the latest version of Android isn’t installed, 
you still get unbeatable value or money. 


OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread 
Processor 1 .2GHz dual-core 
Screen 3.5 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 
Memory 512MB RAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
VGA front-facing 
Video 480p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 1 1 7 x 59 x 1 1 mm 
Weight 120g 
Battery 1 ,850 mAh 


OS Windows Phone 8 
Processor 1 .5GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.8-inch 
Resolution 720 X 1280 
Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16GB/32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Cameras 8.0MP rear-facing, 
1.9MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 137 x 70.5 x 
8.7 mm 
Weight 135g 
Battery 2,300 mAh 


OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread 
Processor 800MHz dual-core 
Screen 3.8-inch 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 
Memory 768MB RAM 
Storage 4GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing 
Video 720p HD 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 1 1 8 x 62 x 1 1 mm 
Weight 11 9g 
Battery 1 ,500 mAh 


VERDICT: Nothing new but this is a user VERDICT: Great WP8 hardware, but the lack VERDICT: In terms of sheer bang for your 
friendly, well priced well featured device. means Nokia and HTC still rule. buck, this great phone is one of the best. 
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Samsung Galaxy Ace 3 

Reviewed: March 2014, price: £180 

www.samsung.com/uk 

The Samsung Galaxy Ace 3 is a good 
handset that’s been made irrelevant by 
cheaper competition. Whilst it packs a 
vibrant display and solid specs, similar 
phones sit well below the £180 benchmark 
set here. Samsung will have to rethink its 
pricing. If it weren’t for the Moto G’s release 
this would be an emphatic recommendation 
- unfortunately Samsung will have to settle 
for the silver medal. 


Samsung Galaxy K Zoom 

Reviewed: October 2014, price: £400 

www.samsung.com/uk 

We can see what Samsung set out to 
achieve with the Galaxy K zoom, and 
creating a solid Android smartphone with 
an optical zoom is no small feat. However, 
it looks like a dated digital camera at best 
- newer devices are much more compact. 

If you’re after a smartphone with a solid 
snapper, we’d advise you to seek out the LG 
G3 or Sony Xperia Z2 instead. 


Samsung Galaxy Mega 

Reviewed: October 2013, price: £440 

www.samsung.com/uk 

With a 6.3-inch screen, the Galaxy Mega 
falls into phablet territory, but that doesn’t 
change the fact that said screen is 
hypnotically vibrant. As such, it’s a great 
video player and has room for a sizeable 
battery. Its resolution, however, is a minor 
issue and it doesn’t have enough internal 
storage to meet our needs. It will stick out 
like a sore thumb but you might just fall in 
love with it. 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .2GHz dual-core 
Screen 4 inches 
Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 8GB/16GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
VGA front-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 4G LIE 
Dimensions 121 2 x 62 7 

X 9.8mm 

Weight 1 15g 
Battery 1,500 mAh 


OS Android 4.4(KitKat) 
Processor Hexa-core: 1 .3GHz 
quad-core -r 1 .7GHz dual-core 
Screen 4.8 inches 
Resolution 1 ,280 x 720 pixels 
Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 8GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera 20.7MP rear-facing, 
2MP front 


Video 1080p 
Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 37.5 X 70.8 X 
16.6mm 
Weight 200g 
Battery 2, 430mAh 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .7GHz quad-core 
Screen 6.3 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 8GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 1 .9 
MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G LIE 
Dimensions 167.6 x 88 x 
8 mm 

Weight 199g 
Battery 3,200 mAh 


VERDICT: Premium build quality and visuals 
at a good price - just not a great one. 


VERDICT: A decent smartphone and an 
excellent camera in a hideous body. 


VERDICT: For better or worse it’s all about 
the big, vibrant screen with this handset. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 
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Samsung Galaxy Note 2 

Reviewed: December 2012, price: £409 

www.samsung.com/uk 

The size of Samsung’s Galaxy Note range 
is a hate it or love it prospect - is it too 
big to be a phone, or too small to be a 
tablet? Does a stylus have any place on 
a smartphone? Either way, it is a brilliant 
piece of technology, with a whopiping great 
16 hours of talk time. Its only main flaws are 
a dull screen and a poor camera - otherwise 
it comes down to personal preference. 
Definitely one to try out in store. 


Samsung Galaxy Note 3 

Reviewed: December 2013, price: £649 

www.samsung.com/uk 

The Note 3 steps over the competition with 
its large, engulfing display and great battery 
life. But it’s the stylus that’s the star of 
the show here, with great integration that 
makes it an ideal Note-keeping device. This 
makes it ideal for business people on the 
move, although they’ll have to make sure 
they keep an eye on the easy-to-lose pen at 
all times. 


Samsung Galaxy Note 4 

Reviewed: December 2013, price: £498 

www.samsung.com/uk 

This year’s effort ensures the Note remains 
top of the phablet pile, but unless you’re 
particularly taken with the stylus and split- 
screen app combo, you shouldn’t discount 
the latest flagship phones. The LG G3 and 
new Motorola Moto X are stunning devices, 
only slightly smaller in size and power. 
Unless you’ve got a thing for faux leather, 
that is, in which case the Note 4 is the best 
gadget ever made. 


OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .6GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.5 inches 
Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16/32/64GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
1.9MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 1 51 x 81 x 9 mm 
Weight 1 83g 
Battery 1 ,300 mAh 


OS Android 4.3 Jelly Bean 
Processor 2.3GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.7 inches 
Resolutioni 080 x 1 920 pixels 

Memory 3GB BAM 
Storage 16/32/64GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 13 MP front-facing, 
2MP rear-facing 
Video 4K 


Dimensions 151 2 x 79 2 x 

8.3 mm 
Weight 168g 
Battery 3,200 mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 2.7GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.7 inches 

Resolution 1,440 x 

2,560-pixels 

Memory 3GB BAM 

Storage 32GB 

Micro SD compatible? Yes 

Camera 16MP rear-facing, 

3. 7MP front-facing 


Video2160pat30fps 

Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 53.5 x 78.6 x 
8.5mm 

Weight 176g 
Battery 3,220mAh 


VERDICT: The king of the big screen phone/ 
tablets, you’ll either love it or hate it. 


VERDICT: A fantastic portable business 
device with helpful, unique features. 


VERDICT: Still king of the phablets, but not 
by such a distance this time around. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 
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Samsung Galaxy S2 

£330 SIM-free 

www.samsung.com/uk 

The Galaxy S II is one of Samsung’s top-end 
smartphones and was your Phone of the 
Year 2011, according to reader votes for the 
What Mobile Awards. It offers blisteringly 
fast performance, a decent camera, strong 
battery life and a great screen. Alongside 
the newer Galaxy S III, it’s the biggest 
threat Apple has seen since the iPhone 
launched, and with good reason. Few 
phones offer such a good user experience. 


Samsung Galaxy S3 

Reviewed: July 2012, price: £485 

www.samsung.com/uk 

Matching up to the mighty Galaxy S II was 
always going to be a tall order, but with 
the release of the Galaxy S III Samsung has 
clearly surpassed expectations. With its 
stunning design, amazing usability, high- 
powered performance and cutting-edge 
features, it measures up to the best of the 
competition and sets a new benchmark for 
its rivals. If you’re looking for one of the 
best smartphones you can buy, this is it. 


Samsung Galaxy S3 Mini 

Reviewed: January 2013, price: £300 

www.samsung.com/uk 

Something of a misnomer, this is no relation 
to its bigger brother, the S III, despite the 
design similarities. The Mini is little more 
than a shrunk down Galaxy S II. If users 
want a budget Galaxy, they are better off 
pursuring that (former) flagship on a budget 
plan - this is extortionately expensive for 
what you get. 


OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread 

Video lOBOp 

OS Android 4.0 Ice Cream 

1.9MP front-facing 

OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 

Connectivity 3G 

Processor 1.2GHz ARM 

Connectivity 3G 

Sandwich 

Video 1080p 

Processor 1 GHz dual-core 

Dimensions: 121 6 x 63 x 

Cortex-A9 

Dimensions 125 x 66 x 9mm 

Processor 1.4GHz ARM 

Connectivity 4G LIE 

Screen 4 inches 

9.9 mm 

Screen 4.3-inch+ 

Weight 11 6g 

Cortex-A9 

Size 137 X 71 x 9mm 

Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 

Weight 111 5g 

Resolution 480 x 800 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16/32GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 

2MP front-facing 

Battery 1,650 mAh 

Screen 4.8 inches 

Resolution 720 x 1280 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16/32/64GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing. 

Weight 133g 

Battery 2,100 mAh 

Memory 1GHz RAM 

Storage 8/1 6GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 

0.3MP front-facing 

Video 720p 

Battery 1 ,500 mAh 


VERDICT: An award-winning Android phone 
that effortlessly impresses across the board. 


VERDICT: A masterpiece of design and 
usability. This is the benchmark to beat. 


VERDICT: A cheeky move by Samsung to 
pass this off as a premium device. It’s not. 
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Samsung Galaxy S4 

Reviewed: July 2012, price: £550 

www.samsung.com/uk 

An impressive hardware offering with 
intriguing new software and camera 
features but these need to be perfected 
and integrated into the device as a whole 
before the S4 can really be called a knock 
out. While the phone’s processor seemed 
to struggle with games and the design 
is pretty similar to the S3, this is a solid 
offering from Samsung in the flagship race. 


Samsung Galaxy S4 Active 

Reviewed: November 2013, price: £400 

www.samsung.com/uk 

The Active S4 is ideal for people looking 
for a more protected smartphone, although 
it does make some sacrifices. Its design is 
too rugged for mainstream appeal and its 
display and camera aren’t great. But it’s a 
great hybrid for an underwater camera and 
is perfect for adventurous lifestyles. 


Samsung Galaxy S5 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £530 

www.samsung.com/uk 

The thing about Galaxy handsets is that 
their flaws are often matters of personal 
opinion. If you don’t mind the samey 
design, plasticky build and irksome user 
interface, then the Galaxy S5 could be 
the best smartphone going. It’s insanely 
powerful, has a blinding display and is even 
waterproof. If you care about substance 
over style then the Galaxy S5 is as good as 
it gets. 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
CPU 1.6 GHz quad -core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 1 080 x 1 920 pixels 
Memory 512MB BAM 
Storage 16/32/64GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Cameras 13MP front-facing, 
2MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G LIE 
Dimensions 1 36.6 x 69.8 x 
7.9 mm 
Weight 130g 
Battery 2,600 mAh 


OS Android 4.2.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor 1 .9 GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 1 080 x 1 920 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 2MP 
front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G LIE 
Dimensions 1 39 7 x 71 3 x 

9.1 mm 

Weight 1 51 g 
Battery 2,600 mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 2.5GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.1 inches 
Resolution 1 920 x 1 080 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16/32GB 
MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 1 6MP rear-facing, 
2MP front-facing 
Video lOBOp 


Connectivity 4G LIE 
Dimensions 1 42 mm x 72.5 
mm X 8.1 mm 
Weight 145g 
Battery 2,800mAh 


VERDICT: An impressive offering with 
interesting but not integrated new software. 


VERDICT: It may not be quite as good as its 
big brother, but it certainly has its purpose. 


VERDICT: Behind a cheap-looking build lies 
the beastliest smartphone around. 
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Sony Xperia L 

Reviewed: August 2013, price: £249 

www.sonymobile.com 

This device includes some higher end 
specs for a low cost handset as well as a 
snappy camera, a high quality screen and 
impressive battery life. However, the odd 
design choices are a distraction and the 
screen does suffer from lag issues. Lower 
cost devices like the Nokia 620 offer more 
at a cheaper price. Access to the Google 
Play store potentially gives it an edge over 
the 620, if that’s what you’re after. 


Sony Xperia J 

Reviewed: February 2013, price: £149 

www.sonymobile.com 

The Xperia J is expensive for what you get 
- no small feat considering it costs £149. 
This is a severely stripped down version of 
its big brothers, the Xperia P, T and S. Its 
performance is poor, the camera and screen 
is poor. You’d do much better buying last 
gen’s flagship phones on a contract, rather 
than buying this weak cut price performer. 
Avoid. 


Sony Xperia SP 

Reviewed: July 2013, price: £290 

www.sonymobile.com 

The Xperia SP has an excellent high 
definition screen, a fairly solid battery life 
and an interesting notification system 
involving a panel at the bottom of the 
phone which lights up with customisable 
colours when you get a message. However 
the phone’s not as powerful as last year’s 
flagships, is slightly bulky and there are 
rival phones to be had for less money, 
particularly if you’re not fussed about 4G. 


Dimensions 128 7x 65 x 

9.7mm, 137g 

Display 4.3 inch, TFT 
capacitive touchscreen, 
480x854 pixels, 228 ppi 

OS Android 4.1 

CPU Qualcomm MSM8230 

Snapdragon 

dual core 1GHz 

GPU Adreno 305 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 8GB, microSD up 
to 32GB 

Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n 

Camera 8MP, autofocus, 

LED flash 

Battery Up to 9 hours (3G)- 
accurate 

Dimensions 120 5x63x 
10.28 mm 

OS Windows Phone 8 

Screen 4.0-inch S-LCD 

Resolution 480x800 
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon S4 1GHz dual- 
core 

GPU Adreno 305 

RAM 512MB 

Storage 4GB expandable via 
microSD 

Cameras 5MP rear, LED flash 
/720p HD video 

Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 

3.1, a-GPS and GLONASS 

Ports Micro USB, 3.5mm 
audio 

Battery life 1,700mAh 

OS Android 4.1 

Screen 4.6inch / 720x1 280 
pixels 

Input Capacitive touchscreen 
Camera 8MP, VGA front 

Video Record / Playback 

Audio Music player / Stereo 
Bluetooth / 3.5mm jack 

Memory 8GB expandable via 
micro SD card 

Battery 2370mAh 

VERDICT: Not a bad choice for gamers on a 

VERDICT: A bit of a rip off for a low spec. 

VERDICT: If 4G LTE isn’t for you, the Xperia 

budget, but for others there are better handsets. 

poor performing phone. 

SP isn’t quite the bargain it first seems. 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 


80 www.whatnnobile.net 






BUYER'S GUIDE 




Sony Xperia T3 

Reviewed: July 2013, price: £290 

www.sonymobile.com 

If it weren’t for the existence of the Sony 
Xperia T2 Ultra, released less than nine 
months prior, the T3 would be a solid 
recommendation. It’s a highly satisfactory 
smartphone with a premium build - but 
without anybody who would really need to 
buy it. 


Sony Xperia Z 

Reviewed: April 2013, price: £499 

www.sonymobile.com 

Sony’s smartphone is a powerhouse in 
every way, let down only by some unusual 
design decisions. Water, dust and shock 
resistant, it’s giant screen size will come 
down to personal preference, as will its 
unusual design. Otherwise it has all of 
Sony’s bells and whistles, including some 
clever use of NFC with NFCs stereos, TVs 
and laptops. 


Sony Xperia Z1 

Reviewed: December 2013, price: £475 

www.sonymobile.com 

It’s a little on the large side, but Sony’s 
latest handset is rock solid, with powerful 
hardware and a unique design. Fans of 
the company will be right at home with 
the software that stores movies, music 
and games you’ve bought across other 
platforms. Add in a great camera and 
you’ve got a phone that stops just short of 
best in class. 



OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .40 Hz quad-core 
Screen 5.3 inches 
Resolution 1 ,280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 1 GB RAM 
Storage 8GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 1 .1 MP 
front-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 50.7 x 77 x 7mm 
Weight 148g 
Battery 2,500mAh 


Dimensions 1 39 x 71 x 7.9 mm 
and 146g 

OS Android 4.1 .2 (Jelly Bean). 
Screen 5 inch. Capacitive 
touchscreen,1 080x1 920 
Processor Qualcomm Krait 
quad-core 1 .5 GHz 
RAM 2GB RAM 
Storage 16GB,microSD(to 
32GB) 


Cameras Main 13.1 MP, 
4128x3096 pixels, autofocus, 

LED flash. Front - 2.2 MP, 
1080p@30fps 
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11, 
Bluetooth 4.0, NFC enabled 
Ports MicroUSB v2.0, MicroSD, 
3.5mm audio jack. 

Battery Li-Ion 2330 mAh battery 


OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor Snapdragon 800 
quad-core 2.2GHz 
Screen 1080 x 1920 pixels, 

5 inches 

Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 16GB expandable 
up to 64GB via micro SD 
Camera 20.7 MP rear-facing, 
2 MP front-facing 


Video 1080p 

Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
4.0 

Ports micro SD, microUSB 
Battery 3000 mAh 
Dimensions 144x74x 
8.5mm 

Weight 170g 


VERDICT: A solid effort makes it a viable 
mid-range phablet choice. 


VERDICT: A powerhouse phone, let down 
only by some design niggles. 


VERDICT: Software makes it great for Sony 
fans, hardware makes it good for the rest 
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Sony Xperia Z1 Compact 

Reviewed: March 2014, price: £449 

www.sonymobile.com 

If you hate giant displays and don’t 
have the patience for Apple’s iOS and its 
restrictive App Store, the Sony Xperia Z1 
Compact your only choice, and a great one 
at that. Sony have done well to make a 
phone with the power to rival the mighty 
iPhone in an equally small package. In-built 
Sony-branded apps such as Walkman and 
PlayStation is an inherent plus, too. Fingers 
crossed for a KitKat 4.4 upgrade soon. 


Sony Xperia Z2 

Reviewed: July 2014, price: £579 

www.sonymobile.com 

The Z2 matches its rivals’ power and 
usability. A lack of design innovation and 
similar specs might deter Z1 owners from 
upgrading, though, and the large size 
might not appeal to fans of smaller devices 
That said, superior imagin and a powerful 
pirocessor and CPU means it excels in the 
right places. 


Sony Xperia Z3 

Reviewed: December 14, price: £549 

www.sonymobile.com 

We were all a little bit surprised when 
Sony elected to release a new flagship a 
matter of months after the Xperia Z2 hit 
shelves. After reviewing it though, the 
company’s reasoning is obvious. The Z3 is 
a true flagship as worthy of your attention 
(and cash) as any other in this Buyer’s 
Guide. The Z3 has premium design, hugely 
powerful internals, and an array of neat 
features. A very impressive device. 


OS Android 4.3 
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 800 
Screen 4.3-inch HD 
Triluminos 

Resolution 720 x 1,280 
pixels 

Memory 2GB 
Storage 16GB, expandable 
to 64GB 


Camera 20.7MP Exmor BS 
Video 720p 

Connectivity Wi-Fi, 3G, 4G, 
Bluetooth 4.0, NFC 
Dimensions 127 x64 9x 

9.5mm 

Weight 137g 
Battery 2,300 mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 2.3GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.2 inches 
Resolution 1 080 x 1 920 pixels 

Memory 3GB BAM 
Storage 16GB 

MicroSD Compatible? Yes 
Camera 20.7MP rear-facing, 
2.2MP front-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 146.8 x 73.3 x 
8.2mm 

Weight 163g 
Battery 3,200mAh 


OS Android 4.4 Kit Kat 
Processor 2.5GHz quad-core 
Screen 5.2 inches 
Resolution 1 ,920 x 1 ,080 pixels 

Memory 3GB BAM 
Storage 16GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes, 
up to 128GB 

Camera 20.7MP rear-facing, 
2.2MP front-facing 


Video 4K 
Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 46 x 72 x 7.3mm 
Weight 152g 
Battery 3, lOOmAh 


VERDICT: The most powerful, best looking 
compact Android available. Simple. 


VERDICT: An immaculate smartphone, if 
only a small step up from its predecessor. 


VERDICT: Sony s best full-sized offering yet, 
although the camera is aging a little now. 
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Sony Xperia Z3 Compact 

Reviewed: December 14, price: £429 

www.sonymobile.com 

The Xperia Z3 Compact is indisputably the 
most powerful compact Android ever made. 
We can’t really slight it for anything, and no 
other Android phone in its size bracket can 
come close to matching it. It’s remarkable 
that Sony has managed to squeeze almost 
the exact same technology from the Z3 into 
a smaller body. Finally, Android power-users 
have a valid option in the sub-five inch 
display category. 


Vodafone Smart 4 Power 

Reviewed: February 2015, price: £79 

www.vodafone.co.uk 

The benchmark scores of a £79 phone were 
never going to impress anyone: the Smart 4 
Power is not a handset for playing the latest 
taxing games on. That said, it’s enough to 
deliver on the advantages of 4G. If instant 
information rather than instant gratification is 
what you’re after, this phone delivers for the 
price. 


Vodafone Smart Mini 

Reviewed: September 2013, price: £50 

www.vodafone.co.uk 

The Smart Mini is almost as cheap as chips, 
and it shows. Whilst it’s not a bad device, 
it’s not a particularly good one either. The 
size is great and for the price you couldn’t 
go wrong — but you could also spend an 
extra tenner and get a whole lot more. The 
performance was very sluggish and the 
screen had dismal quality, but the battery 
just kept on lasting, going several days on a 
single charge — a rarity these days. 


OS Android 4.4 Kit Kat 
Processor 2.5GHz quad-core 
Screen 4.6 inches 
Resolution 1 ,280 x 720 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 16GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes, 
up to 128GB 

Camera 20.7MP rear-facing, 
2.2MP front-facing 


Video 4K 
Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 127x649x 
8.6mm 

Weight 129g 
Battery 2,600mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .3GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 540 x 960 
Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 4GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
VGA front-facing 
Video 720p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 141 x71.4x 
9.5mm 

Weight 162g 
Battery 3,000 mAh 


Dimensions 115x62 3x 

12.2mm 

Weight 118 

OS Android 4.1.1 Jelly Bean 
Screen 3.5-inch TFT 
capacitive touchscreen, 320 x 
480 pixels, 165 ppi 

Processor 1 GHz 

RAM 512MB 

Storage 4GB, micro SD slot 


Camera 2MP, 1600x 1200 
pixels 

Video VGA @ 30 fps 
Audio MP3, WMA, 
Battery 300h standby, 7h 
talktime (3G) 


VERDICT: The definitive small-sized Android 
smartphone. The most powerful yet. 


VERDICT: Poor specs distract from what is 
an ergonomic and capable 4G starter. 


VERDICT: Extremely cheap which shows 
through the sluggish performance. 
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Yezz Andy A5 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £207 

www.sayyezz.com 

Camera phone fans on a tight budget should 
definitely seek out the Andy A5 for its 
affordable price and high-quality camera. If 
taking photos is not that important to you 
then you’ll probably have seen the uninspired 
design and bland features a million times 
before. 


ZTE Blade Vec 4G 

Reviewed: February 2015, price: £153 

www.ztedevices.co.uk 

Once you’ve fixed all the software 
customisations present on the Vec 4G, you’re 
left with a pretty respectable performer for 
the price. The large, sharp display does a great 
job of quickly rendering web pages over 4G, 
Unfortunately the Vec 4G battery’s small 
capacity and demanding hardware mean you’ll 
often find the phone emptied by the end of the 
day. It also has storage issues - namely no SD 
card slot. 


ZTE Blade V 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £99.99 

www.ztedevices.co.uk 

A fantastic price makes the ZTE Blade V 
easy to recommend for first-time buyers. 
Anyone hoping to get the most out of a 
smartphone’s apps and snaps should look 
elsewhere, but if you don’t want to worry 
about a phone for the kids being broken or 
stolen, then this is your guy. 


OS Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean) Weight 1 06g 

Processor Quad-core 1 .2G Hz Battery 2,000mAh 

Screen 5 inches 

Resolution 540 x 960 pixels 

Memory 51 2MB BAM 

Camera 13MP rear-facing, 

2MP front-facing 
Connectivity 3G, wi-fi 
Dimensions 144 1 x735x 
8.6mm 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .2GHz quad-core 
Screen 5 inches 
Resolution 720x1280 
Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 16GB 
Micro SD compatible? No 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 1 MP 
front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 42 3 x 70 4 x 

7.8mm 

Weight 155g 
Battery 2,300 mAh 


OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean Weight 130g 
Processor Snapdragon S4 Battery 1 ,800 mAh 
Play 

Screen 480 x 800, 4 inches 

Memory 1GB BAM 
Storage 4GB 
Camera 5 MP 
Video Yes 
Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 126x64x10.9 mm 


VERDICT: A great camera, but the rest VERDICT: Solid specs for 4G at a reasonable VERDICT: A great prices makes this 

struggles against more bullish counterparts. price, but there are better options out there, worthwhile for first-time buyers. 
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Amazon Kindle Fire HD 8.9" 

Reviewed: May 2013, price: £229/259 

www.amazon.co.uk 

A good looking e-reader with tablet 
capabilities, limited by Amazon’s annoying 
operating system and app eco-system, and 
an annoyingly slow browser. This device 
will doubtless be a commercial success, 
with its branding and ease of use, but for 
the more serious user there are much better 
tablets out there. 


Acer Aspire P3 

Reviewed: October 2013, price: £550 

www.amazon.co.uk 

The P3 suffers from an identity crisis in 
trying to be both a tablet and a laptop. 

Its thick build makes it an uncomfortable, 
bulky slate while the specs fail to live up 
to some of its rivals. Still, it’s about as 
powerful as the current Windows 8 tablets 
get and available at a great price for this 
kind of device. 


Advent Vega Tegra Note 7 

Reviewed: April 2014, price: £140 

www.nvidia.co.uk 

It’s a contender, alright. Aside from some 
clunky desing issues, the Advent Vega 
Tegra Note 7 is a powerful and punchy 
little machine. If you’re after a compact and 
affordable tablet its speed sets it aside from 
its rivals as a device that’s great for gaming, 
customising images and browsing the web. 


Dimensions 240 x 164 x 

RAM 1 GB RAM 

Processor Intel® Core^^ 

Screen Size 116" 

OS Android Jelly Bean 4.3 

Weight 320g 

8.8 mm 

OS Customized Android 4.0 
Screen 8.9 inch IPS LCD 
capacitive touchscreen 

Resolution 1920 x 1200, 

254 ppi 

Processor Tl OMAP 4470 
dual-core 1.5 GHz Cortex-A9 
GPU PowerVR SGX544 

Storage 16 GB/32 GB 
Cameras front facing 

1 .3MP with 720p video 
Wireless 802.1 1 a/b/g/n, 
dual-band 

Ports USB 2.0, 3.5mm audio 
jacks, Bluetooth A2DP 

Battery life 10 hours 
(accurate) 

i5-3339Y processor (1 .5 GHz, 
2.0 GHz with TurboBoost, 3 

MB cache) 

Operating System 

Windows 8 

Memory 4GB DDR3 

Storage 120 GB SSD 
Graphics Intel HD Graphics 
4000 

Screen Resolution 

1366x768 

Dimensions 295 x 190 x 

10 mm 

Weight 790g 

Processor Nvidia Tegra 4 
Screen 7 inches 

Resolution 1 ,280 x 800 pixels 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16GB 

Connectivity Wi-fi, Bluetooth 
4.0 

Dimensions 119 X 199 X 

9.6mm 

Battery 8 hours 


VERDICT: A solid, functional tablet which is 
limited by its Amazon associations. 


VERDICT: Too thick to be a tablet but 
available at a good price. 


VERDICT: Its speed sets it apart from its 
competition. A cheap and capable device. 
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FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 
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Apple iPad 3 


Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 

Reviewed: January 2014, price: £199-329 

www.amazon.co.uk/kindle 

The Kindle Fire HDX is around £100 more 
than the Fire but the improved screen and 
processor justifies the extra cost. The real 
human Help feature will be a boon to tablet 
newbies; experienced users will regard it as 
a gimmick. The HDX is a top-rate device - 
but if you’re not a regular Amazon customer 
you’re better off with a Nexus. 


Apple iPad Mini 

Reviewed: December 2012, price: £269 

www.apple.com/uk 

The iPad Mini represents Apple playing it 
safe, which is to say:, disappointing. This 
is little more than an iPad 2, with all its 
limitations - a low res screen and weak 
processor power - shrunk down to an odd 
7.9-inch size. It is also overpriced, the 
Google Nexus 7 offers superior performance 
for £100 less. Despite its luxurious design, 
you really are paying for little more than 4G 
support, and Apple’s App Store. Average. 


Reviewed: April 2012, price: £399 

www.apple.com/uk 

The new iPad boasts the highest-resolution 
display of any tablet, as well as an improved 
BMP camera and better connectivity. Not 
to mention a high-powered new processor 
which makes it the most powerful iPad ever, 
too. Though some may resist the upgrade 
path, the unrivalled Retina display is a 
subtle but deeply appealing feature which 
will become more and more desirable. The 
new iPad is by far the best tablet around 


OS Amazon customised 
Android OS, v4.1.2 
PROCESSOR Snapdragon 800 
2.2GHz quad-core 
SCREEN 1902x1200 pixels, 

7 inches 

MEMORY 2GB RAM 
STORAGE 16GB, 32GB, 64GB 
versions available 
CAMERA 8MP front-facing 


VIDEO 720HD 
WIRELESS Wi-fi (optional 
Vodafone 4G version) 
PORTS microUSB 
DIMENSIONS 131 8x669 
x9.9 mm 
WEIGHT 302g 


OS iOS 6.0.1 

Screen 7.9-inch LED-backlit 
IPS LCD 

Resolution 768 x 1 024 pixels 
at 1 62 pixels per inch 
Input Capacitive touchscreen 
CPU Apple A5 1 GHz dual core 
GPU PowerVR SGX543MP2 
Memory 512MB 
Storage 16/32/64GB 


Camera 5MP rear facing, 
1.2MP front facing 
Video 1920x1 080 (1080P HD) 
at 30fps. Video stabilised 
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.1 1 a/b/g/n, 
dual-band, Bluetooth 4.0 
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 

Apple Lightning port (USB 2.0) 
Size 200x1 34.7 X 7.2mm 
Weight 308g 


OS i0S5 

Screen 9.7-inch TFT 

Resolution 1536x2048 
pixels 

Input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1GHz Cortex-A9 
Memory 1GB 
Storage 16/32/64GB 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing 


Flash No 
Video 1080p HD 
Wireless 802.1 1 a/b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0 
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
proprietary Apple connector 
Standby time 720 hours 
Use time 9 hours 
Size 241 X 186 x9mm 
Weight 662g 


VERDICT: A significant update to the Fire 
and ideal for Amazon users. 


VERDICT: Little more than a shrunken iPad 
2 with 4G. Disappointing. 


VERDICT: There’s simply no contest - the 
new iPad is the best tablet in the world. 


PERFORMANCE ★★★★★ 
FEATURES ★★★★★ 

USABILITY ★★★★★ 

DESIGN ★★★★★ 
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Apple iPad 4 

Reviewed: January 2013, price: £399 

www.apple.com/uk 

A rather cheeky move by Apple to release 
the iPad 4 (or ‘iPad with Retina Display’) 
just months after the iPad 3. All it really 
adds is a new processor (the iPhone 5’s 
A6X) and Apple’s new lightning connector. 
However, this means it remains as the best 
tablet money can buy - and Apple’s App 
Store and its 300,000 dedicated tablet apps 
only make the proposition more enticing. 


Archos 79 Platinum 

Reviewed: April 2014, price: £150 

www.archos.com 

With so many budget tablets to choose 
from the Archos 79 Platinum has no 
features or unique selling points to attract 
the consumer in a saturated market. Its 
hardware is woefully underpowered, its 
features are bog standard and it is at least 
£10 too expensive. Its attractive looks are 
not enough to redeem it. The bottom line is 
that it should have never been conceived. 


Archos 101 XS 2 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £250 

www.archos.com 

A couple of years ago, the 101 XS would 
have has us singing Arches’ praises, but by 
today’s standards its processing power and 
screen quality fall short. It might, though, 
find a home with users limited to spending 
£250 on a 10-inch tablet 


OS iOS 6.0.1, 

Screen 9.7 inch LED 
Resolution 1 536 x 2048 pixels 
at 264 ppi pixel density 

CPU Apple A6X, Dual-core 

GPU PowerVR SGX554MP4, 
Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 16/32/64 GB storage 
Camera 5MP rear facing, 

1.2MP front facing 

Video 1080PHDat30fps 
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, Bluetooth 4.0 

Cellular 4G,3G,2G 

Ports Lightning Connector 
(LISB2.0)and 3.5mm audio 
jack, 

Dimensions 241 .2 x 1 85.7 x 
9.4 mm 

Weight 662 g 

OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
Processor Quad-core A9 

1.6GHz 

Screen 7.85 inches 

Resolution 1 ,024 x 768 pixels 
Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 8GB 

Camera 2MP rear-facing 
Connectivity Wi-fi, Bluetooth 
Dimensions 201 x 137 x 8mm 

Weight 366g 

Battery Lithium Polymer 

OS Android 4.2.2 

SCREEN 10.1-inch/1,280x 

800 pixels 

CAMERA 2MP rear, 2MP front 
VIDEO Record/playback 

AUDIO Music player/3. 5mm 
jack 

MEMORY 16GB expandable 
via microSD 

DIMENSIONS 273x1 69 X 

10.1 mm (tablet), 

273 X 1 69 X 5mm (keyboard) 
WEIGHT 636g (tablet), 200g 
(keyboard) 

VERDICT: The best tablet money can buy. 

VERDICT: There is no reason you ever 
would, or should, buy it. Avoid, avoid, avoid. 

VERDICT: A great price is let down by a 
poor screen and cheap build. 
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Asus Transformer 
Pad TF701T 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £429 

www.asus.com 

The Asus Transformer Pad TF701T packs a 
beautiful screen and the keyboard dock is 
well thought out. But dated software and 
the threat of a Google Nexus 10 sequel 
make this a niche device. Do you really 
need a keyboard? The iPad mini begs to 
differ. 


Asus VivoPad 

Reviewed: October 2013, price: £399 

www.asus.com 

This delivers on the promise of a being a 
Windows 8 PC in tablet form, with access 
to powerful apps like Photoshop. Managing 
this on a 10-inch tablet is no small feat. 
That said, the Intel Atom processor keeps it 
from reaching its full potential, struggling 
with many of the things you would want to 
use a PC for. The lack of storage hinders it 
further. 


Google Nexus 9 

Reviewed: February 2015, price: £319 

www.google.co.uk/nexus 

The Google Nexus 9 is an impressive and 
welcome return to the tablet market for HTC, 
and a jewel of a gadget for Android 5.0 to 
debut on. The size is right, and if you know 
for sure you want an Android tablet, it’s your 
best bet - it’s certainly the best slate HTC has 
ever made - but for the money we’d still go for 
the quality build and thriving eco-system of 
an iPad. 


OS Android 4.3 (via an over- 
the-air update) 

SCREEN 10.1-inch/2, 560 X 
1,600 pixels 

INPUT Capacitive touchscreen 
CAMERA 5MP rear, 1.2MP 
front 

VIDEO Record/playback 
AUDIO Music player/3.5mm 
jack 


MEMORY 32/64GB 
BAHERY Tablet 31 Wh, dock 
16Wh 


OS Windows 8 
Processor Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-core 
Screen 10.1-inch (1366 x 
768 pixels) IPS display 
Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 64GB SSD 
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 
2 MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 4.0 
Ports Micro HDMI, Micro 
SD, Micro USB 
Dimensions 262.5 x 171 x 
9.7 mm 
Weight 580g 
Battery Li-Po 6,760 mAH 


OS Android 5.0 Lollipop 
Screen 8.9-inch 
Resolution 2048 x 1536 pixels 
Processor Tegra K1 2.3GHz 
Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 16GB/32GB internal 
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 

1 .6MP front-facing 
Flash No 
Video 1080p HD 


Dimensions 153 68mm X 
228.25mm X 7.95mm 
Weight 425g 
Battery 6,700 mAh 


VERDICT: It packs fast hardware but can’t 
compete with the iPad Air or Nexus range 


VERDICT: A good attempt at making a PC 
tablet, but too underpowered. 


VERDICT: The best tablet on the market - if 
you insist on Android, that is. 
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Google Nexus 10 

Reviewed: February 2013, price: £319 

www.google.co.uk/nexus 

Finally, the Android tablet everyone’s been 
waiting for - except Apple. This is a tablet 
that can go head to head with the best in 
the Apple iPad stable - it has a powerful 
processor, a Retina Display quality screen, 
the latest version of Android. Along with 
the Nexus 7, this is the best tablet Android 
users can buy. The only flaws are an 
uninspired body, and a dearth of tablet 
specific apps. 


HP Slate 7 

Reviewed: October 2013, price: £125 

www.hp.com 

The steel frame makes the Slate 7 an 
impressive sight and its audio uses Beats 
technology to great effect. The fantastic 
pirice will help it to undercut some of its 
rivals, though the slow processor and low 
quality camera keep it from besting them 
elsewhere. 


Lenovo ThinkPad 8 

Reviewed: September 2014, price: £424 

www.lenovo.com 

If you just want a device for general tasks 
then you can find better alternatives within 
Lenovo’s Yoga range of Android slates, and 
elsewhere. If you’re a fan of Windows and in 
search of a bulkier device that offers plenty 
of productivity tools, then the ThinkPad is 
an (almost) viable option. 


OS Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean) 
Dimensions 263.9 x 177.6 x 

8.9 mm, 603g 

Screen 10-inch 

Resolution 2560 x 1 600 pixels 
Input Super PLS TFT capacitive 
touch-screen 

CPU Exynos 5, Dual-core ARM 
Cortex-AI 5 

RAM 2 GB 

Cameras 5 MP (main), 1.9 

MP (front) 

Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
NFC Android Beam 

Storage 16 GB/32 GB 
Connectivity Micro 

USB, Micro FIDMI, 3.5mm 
headphone jack 

Battery 9,000 mAh 

OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 
Processor Dual-core 1.6 

GFIz Cortex- A9 

Screen 600 x 1024 pixels, 

7.0 inches 

Memory 1 GB RAM 

Storage 8 GB expandable to 
32GB via SD card 

Camera 3.15 MP pixel rear 
facing, VGA front facing 

Video 720p 

Dimensions 197.1 x 116.1 x 
10.7 mm 

Weight 372 g 

Battery non-removable, 5h 
media time 

OS Windows 8.1 

Processor 2.4GFIz quad-core 
Screen 8.3 inches 

Resolution 1,200 x 1,920 
pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 32GB 

Micro SD compatible? Yes 
Camera BMP rear-facing, 

2. 2MP front-facing 

Video 1080p 

Connectivity 4G 

Dimensions 8 83 x 5 2 x 

0.35 inches 

Weight 439g 

VERDICT: The best Android tablet of 2013 

VERDICT: Great audio and build, but corners 

VERDICT: Even with so few Windows tablets 

slips behind the iPad only due to apps. 

have been cut to keep costs down. 

available the ThinkPad still fails to stand out. 
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Lenovo Miix 2 

Reviewed: July 2014, price: £255 

www.microsoft.com/surface 

With solid performance across the board, 
frequently usable built-in apps and compact 
size the Miix 2 is a small but surprisingly 
versatile slate. Despite the limitations that 
come with the Windows OS, it performs 
general tasks well and, for the price, won’t 
let you down. With 3G capability you can 
even connect to the internet on the move. 
Overall, it offers plenty of pleasant surprises 
to combat the weaknesses of its OS. 


Lenovo Yoga Tablet 2 

Reviewed: March 2015, price: £249 

www.lenovo.com 

Lenovo certainly deserves credit for trying 
to break the ‘black slab’ mould. It’s an 
interesting attempt at something different, 
but unless you have a real need to hang it 
up from the ceiling or to perch it upright 
on a train table every day its mediocre 
internals and display don’t represent that 
much value for money. 


Microsoft Surface 2 Pro 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £720 

www.microsoft.com/surface 

We can’t fault Microsoft’s ambition for 
the powerful Surface Pro 2 to become 
your all-in-one portable work and play 
device. It’s got a great display and solid 
hardware but a lack of dedicated apps, 
software compromises and stiff - cheaper- 
competition make it a tough sell. 


OS Windows 8.1 
Processor 1 .3GHz quad-core 
Screen 8 inches 
Resolution 1280 x 800 pixels 

Memory 2GB 

Storage 32GB 

MicroSD compatible? Yes 

Camera 5MP rear-facing, 2MP 

front-facing 

Video 1080p 


Connectivity 3G 
Dimensions 8.3 x 21 5.6 x 

131mm 
Weight 350g 
Battery 4,730mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor 1 .86GHz quad-core 
Screen 10.1 inches 
Resolution 1 920 x 1 200 pixels 

Memory 2GB BAM 
Storage 16GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes, 
up to 64GB 

Camera BMP rear-facing, 
1.6MP front-facing 


Video 720p 

Connectivity 4G optional 
Dimensions 255 x 183 x 

7.2 mm 

Weight 61 9g 
Battery 9,600 mAh 


OS Windows 8.1 256GB /512GB 

Screen 1 0.6 Battery 48Wh 

inches/1 ,920x1 ,080 pixels 

Input Capacitive touchscreen 

Camera 720p-resolution front 

and rear 

Video Becord/playback 
Audio Music player/3. 5mm 
jack 

Memory 64GB /128GB/ 


VERDICT: A small but substantial Windows 
offering that still trails its Android rivals. 


VERDICT: A nice idea, but one we don’t fully 
buy into. Not quite up to scratch. 


VERDICT: Price holds back what is an 
otherwise excellent work/play hybrid. 
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Microsoft Surface Pro 3 

Reviewed: November 2014, price: £640 

www.microsoft.com/surface 

From software to hardware and even design 
the Surface Pro 3 is a wonderful piece of kit. 
It’s refreshing to come across a tablet with 
grander ideals than the norm, challenging 
us to rethink the notion of the medium. For 
most people this could genuinely replace 
their laptop. It’s just a shame, and an almost 
inexcusable mistake, that the keyboard 
which is so integral to its function is sold as 
an expensive extra. 


Nokia Lumia 2520 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £399 

www.nokia.com 

The Windows-run Lumia 2520 is a decent 
first effort from Nokia - and it’s certainly 
one of the more attractive and solid pieces 
of tablet hardware on the market. It has a 
few issues with the weight and a lackluster 
camera but overall we have no trouble 
recommending this to Windows 8.1 and 
Lumia fans. 


Samsung Galaxy Tab 3 Kids 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £250 

www.nokia.com 

The Tab 3 Kids is surprisingly robust, with 
a solid camera, great battery, fantastic 
educational apps and software to suit kids. 
But the premium design doesn’t feel like it 
was meant to be enjoyed by young users 
and we’d suggest going with a company 
that specialises in the market rather than 
one that’s testing it out. 


OS Windows 8.1 

Processor 1 .5GHz Intel core 
i3/2.9GHz Intel core i5/3.7GHz 
Intel core \1 

Screen 12 inches 

Resolution 2,160 x 1,440 
pixels 

Memory 4GB/8GB BAM 

Storage 

64GB/128GB/256GB/512GB 

Micro SO compatible? Yes, 
up to 128GB 

Camera 5MP rear-facing, 5MP 
front-facing 

Video lOBOp 

Connectivity Wi-fi only 
Dimensions 292 1mm x 

201. 4mm X 9.1 mm 

Weight 800g 

Battery 42Wh 

OS Windows 8.1 

Screen 10.1 inches, 1,920x 
1,080 pixels, 21 8PPI 

Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 800 

Memory 2GB 

Camera 6.7MP with Carl 

Zeiss lens 

Audio Music player/3.5mm 
jack 

Dimensions 168x267x 

8.9mm, 61 5g 

Battery 81 20 mAh 

OS Android 4.1 

Processor Dual-core 1.2GHz 
Screen 600x1,024 pixels, 

7 inches 

Memory 1GB RAM 

Storage 8GB/16GB, 
expandable up to 64GB 

Camera 3.1 5MP (back), 1.3MP 
(front) 

Video 720p@30fps 

Wireless WiFi, Bluetooth 3.0 
Ports micro-USB, microSD 

Dimensions 188x 111 1 x 
9.9mm 

Weight 306g 

Battery Li-Ion 4,000 mAh 

VERDICT: The first tablet with enough 
function to conceivably replace a laptop. 

VERDICT: A rock solid first effort from Nokia 
in this market with powerful specs. 

VERDICT: A little too premium for the 
market it’s aimed at. 
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Samsung Galaxy Tab S 

Reviewed: October 2014, price: £319 

www.samsung.com/uk 

While the Tab S may not be a radical 
departure from other Android tablets, it 
encompasses everything that is great 
about a top-notch Samsung product. It’s 
enough to rebuild the Korean giant’s brand 
image, and proof that the company can 
still surprise us with a fantastic all-round 
product. 


Samsung Galaxy Note Pro 12.2 

Reviewed: May 2014, price: £649 

www.samsung.com/uk 

One of the biggest displays ever seen 
on a tablet - at no detriment to quality. 
Combine that with solid design and a super 
powerful processor to run loads of unique 
applications and the NotePRO 12.2 is 
arguably the best tablet on the market. It’s 
certainly the best Android slate, although 
it’s definitely priced as such. 


Sony Xperia 12 Tablet 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £399 

www.sony.co.uk 

If looks could kill, Sony murdered the 
competition. Add to that a powerful processor 
and decent screen size and you have a great 
new addition to the high-end tablet market. 
Innovative features like dust and water 
resistance are impressive too, and manage to 
make up the expensive price tag. 


OS Android 4.4 Kit Kat 
Processor 2.3GHz quad-core 
Screen 8.4 inches 
Resolution 2,560 x 1 ,600 pixels 

Memory 3GB RAM 
Storage 16GB, 32GB 
Micro SO compatible? Yes 
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 

2.1 MP front-facing 
Video 1080p 


Connectivity 4G 
Dimensions 1 25.6 x 21 2.8 x 
6.6mm 

Weight 294g 
Battery 4,900mAh 


OS Android 4.4 KitKat 
Processor Octa-core (1 .9GHz 
-r 1.3GHzquad) 

Screen 12.2 inches 
Resolution 2,560x1,600 
pixels 

Memory 3GB RAM 
Storage 32GB/64GB 
Camera BMP rear/2MP 
front-facing 


Video 1,080p Full HD 

Connectivity Wi-fi only 
Dimensions 295.6 x 204 x 
7.95mm 
Weight 750g 
Battery 9,500mAh 


OS Android OS V4.4.2 (KitKat) 4G LIE 

Screen 10.1 inches 

Processor Quad-core 2.3 GHz 

Memory 3GB 

Storage 16GB, microSD up 

to 64GB 

Camera 8.1 MP rear, 2.2MP 
front 

Battery 6,000mAh 
Network Wi-fi connectivity. 


VERDICT: Simply put, it’s the best Android 
tablet on the market. 


VERDICT: Big, beautiful, functional and 
priced to match. Android’s finest. 


VERDICT: A good all-round tablet, with looks 
that set it apart from the rest of the flagships. 
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Tesco HudI 

Reviewed: March 2014, price: £119 

www.tesco.com/direct/hudl 

No awards for specs or design, but we can 
recommend the Hudl as a family-oriented 
tablet. It lets you store pictures, browse 
the web and watch movies: It may not be 
groundbreaking, but its simplicity is its 
greatest strength. That, and its incredible 
£119 price. Those looking for anything more 
complicated should head elsewhere. 


Tesco Hudl 2 

Reviewed: January 2015, price: £129 

www.tesco.com/direct/hudl 

This is no Tesco Value attempt at a tablet. 
Make no mistake, the Hudl 2 is a fantastic 
Android slate that’s great value for money. 
Sure, it’s not on the cutting edge like 
Google’s Nexus series of devices, but if 
all you want is a gadget to casually surf 
the web, watch some films or read a few 
comics, this device is every bit as capable 
as an iPad mini. 


Toshiba Excite Pure 

Reviewed: February 2014, price: £250 

www.toshiba.co.uk 

The Toshiba Excite Pure’s £250 price is 
attractive but its display is far too faded. 

It means apps and the like don’t look very 
good. It might appeal to families looking for 
a cheap way to keep the kids entertained 
but little else. Even so, the slow processor 
and useless apps force us to recommend 
you look elsewhere. 


OS Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean) 
Processor Quad-core A9 
Screen 7 inches 

Resolution 1,440 x 900 
pixels 

Memory 1GB BAM 

Storage 16GB 

Connectivity Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 4.0 

Dimensions 128.8 x 192.8 

X 9.85 mm 

Weight 370g 

Battery 9 hours 

OS Android 4.4 KitKat 

Processor 1 .83GFIz quad-core 
Screen 8.3 inches 

Resolution 1 ,920 x 1 ,200 pixels 

Memory 2GB RAM 

Storage 16GB 

MicroSD compatible? Yes 
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 

1.2MP front-facing 

Video 720p at 30fps 

Connectivity Wi-fi 

Dimensions 224 x 1 28 x 9mm 
Weight 41 Og 

Battery 4,900mAh 

OS Android v4.2 (Jelly Bean) 
Processor Nvidia Tegra 3 

Memory 1GB 

Storage 16GB 

Screen 1 280 x 800 pixels, 1 0. 1 
inches 

Video HD 

Audio Stereo 

Dimensions 261 .6 x 177.8 x 
10.2mm 


VERDICT: Cheap as cheap can be, with 

VERDICT: Don’t be fooled - Tesco is now a 

VERDICT: It’s got a cheap price tag but the 

specs to match. It keeps things simple. 

serious contender in the tablet space. 

poor display and tech 

shows why. 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

PERFORMANCE 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

FEATURES 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

USABILITY 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 

DESIGN 

★★★★★ 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ 
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Fitbit Flex 

Reviewed: August 2014, price: £79.99 

www.fitbit.com 


Minor niggles aside, the Fitbit Flex is 
possibly the best fitness wearable on the 
market. Its features are so diverse, and its 
app so beautiful and intuitive, that it can be 
tailored to just about anyone’s lifestyle. With 
interchangeable bands in a variety of colours, 
and a low price, the Flex is practically a 
must-buy. 


VERDICT: A fantastic companion app and 
great functionality put the Flex on top. 


★★★★★ 



Jawbone UP24 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £99.99 

www.jawbone.com 

If you want a wearable which isn’t just for 
the athlete inside of you, but for every aspect 
of your life, then the Jawbone UP24 is almost 
perfect. It both looks and feels great, and the 
app manages to provide incredible amounts 
of detail without being ugly or overwhelming. 
Plus, the sleep tracker and smart alarm are 
revelatory. 


Misfit Shine 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £79.95 

www.misfit.com 

When considering the Misfit Shine’s pros 
and cons, the price should be a big factor to 
consider - remember, this is a crowd funded 
device which costs at least £30 less than its 
more esteemed rivals. Still, you may decide 
that not having to deal with the Shine’s 
rather limited app is worth the extra cash. 
With waterproofing, cycling tracking and 
versatile wearability it still offers plenty of 
advantages, though. 


VERDICT: A great budget option, with some 
neat tricks of its own. 

★★★★★ 



VERDICT: Incredibly detailed tracking and 
great looks sets the UP24 apart. 


★★★★★ 
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Nike+ Fuelband SE 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £89 

www.nike.com 

The Nike+ FuelBand SE is close to being the 
perfect sports tracker. It’s social capabilities 
combined with its numerous features to 
keep you motivated ensure that it will be a 
permanent mainstay in any gym addicts kit 
bag You might not be so keen on wearing it 
every single day, though, with its appealing 
design being more clearly tailored to a casual 
setting. Plus, its lack of waterproofing could 
be a deal-breaker for some. 



Sony Smartband SWR10 

Reviewed: September 2014, price: £80 

www.sony.com 

A mishmash of features means that the 
SWRIO occupies an odd space in the 
wearable tech world. But at least it is a space 
all of its own. No similar device can offer 
you all of the features of the SWRIO, though 
that’s irrelevant if those features don’t suit 
your needs. 

On the plus side, a large number of the 
SWRlO’s drawbacks are with its partner app, 
and apps can always be improved. 


VERDICT: When it comes to fitness, Nike is a 
name you can trust - this is no exception. 


★★★★★ 



Samsung Galaxy Gear 2 

Reviewed: June 2014, price: £250 

www.samsung.com 

The design needs a rethink but the Samsung 
Galaxy Gear 2 provides decent fitness 
tracking features and a good music player. 
Trimming down on other functions, however, 
would have made for a slimmer and sleeker 
product. It would be unfair to say this is 
a needless addition as it packs a lot of 
functions, but it’s an expensive product 
that’s hindered by an impractical design and 
redundant features. 


VERDICT: A decent effort that has since been 
eclipsed by superior Android Wear devices. 

★★★★★ 


VERDICT: Potential to be a serious contender, 
but a hard sell for most in its current state. 


★★★★★ 
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Wearable compatibility guide 



Sony 

Smartwatch 3 


LG 

G Watch R 


Pebble 

Watch 


Samsung 
Gear Live 


Garmin 

Vivofit 


I 

Archos 

Activity Tracker 


iPhone 
6/6 plus 







Samsung 
Galaxy S5 


10 


Sony Xperia 
Z3 / Z3 Compact 
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The amazing new accessories range, coming soon from 
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